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dation to give it. If, on the other hand, the holy 
allies have no designs upon us, and Great Brilain 
has no design to search us, if we do not search 
ourselves, then the Senate has been trifled with, 
and considerations brought to bear upon them 
which bave uo foundaticn in fact. In either case, 
we have @ right to know the facts. Has Great 
Britain threatened us? Have the holy allies taken 
our conduct in hand? These are the questions 
which arise on the President’s message; and let us 
have them answered. Let us have the correspond- 
ence of our ministers, if there isany. Dves the 
gevator from Virgimia undertake to say for the ad- 
ministration, tbat they have no such correspon- 
dence? (Mr. ArncuEr was understood to answer 
negatively] Then let the administration auswer ! 
As the case now stands, we have given this 
squadron under a threat—under the threat of 
seeing Great Britain execute our anti-slave-trade 
jaws for us, if we do not execute them ourselves; 
upon the same principle that she executes our neu- 
trality laws for us on the Canadian frontier. The 
excuse—no, not the excuse! for she does not de- 
seend to excuse, but boldly justifies!—the justification 
» for the attack on the Caroline was, that the Uni- 
ted States did not, or could not, execute its own 
Jaws on that frontier; and, therefore, Great Britain 
was under the necessity of executing them for us. 
This is the language with respect to the Canada 
frontier; and, {som the tenor of the message, we 
have the same language in relation to the coast of 
Africa. By land and by water—at home and 
abroad—Great Britain undertakes to execute our 
laws for us, and to punish our citizens for us! and, 
from the termination of the Schlosser affair, 
and this African tribute in men and ships, it seems 
that the present Administration admits her preten- 
sion in both cases. Bat, let us see. Let us have 
the facts—the correspondence; and let the country 
judge whether we have really been menaced, or 
whether our Administration have taken fright at 
nothing. 

Mr. ARCHER assenting to the suggestion of 
postponing the resolution to Thursday, on motion 
to that effect, the resolution was postponed to 
Thursday next, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that there was a 
bill, which the House had passed, now on the ta- 
bleawaiting the action of the Senate. He hoped 
there would be no objection to taking it up with a 
view to reference. 

No objection being made, the bi!] in relation to 
the lands granted to the deaf and dam» asylum in 
the State of Kentucky (amendatory of the law) 
was taken up, read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchmentbe instructed 
to nquire and report to the Senate the number of clerks of com- 
mittees who have been appointed and paid out of the contin- 
gent fund ofthe Senate, during the last and present C ; 
the amount so paid to such clerks, and the rate of compensa- 
tion; and whether any, and what, other mode,can, in the opinion 
of the committee, be adopted, by which a more general, and 


equal, and effectual aid to all the committees of the Senate may 
be secured in a more reasonable form, and on more econemical 


The joint resolution of the House to amend the 
19th joint rate was then taken up; and, on 
prom of Mr. BARROW to that effect, laid on the 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said there was an en- 
grossed bill on the table, which might be taken up 
and disposed of ina tew moments; as he did not 
suppose there would be any disc :ssion or opposi- 
ion in relation to it. It was the bill ordered to be 
engrossed yesterday, changing the namie of a ves- 
sel from “Westchester” to“ Atlantic.” 

The bill was taken up, read a third time, and 


Acommunication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment was then read, and referred to the Commit- 


S ‘ee on Printing. 


Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment. 
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| Mr. HUNTINGTON said it was desirableite {| 


Senate should go into executive session for a few 
moments 

The motion to adjoutn was negatived—ayes 12, 
noes 15. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. HUNT- 
INGTON, went into executive session; and after a 
short time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 20, 1842. 

Mr. EASTMAN presented the petition of Hill- 
yard Shaw, fora pension. : 

Also, the petition of Charles Colman for bounty 
land or other remuneration.e 

Also, the petition of Moses Turner for arrears 
of pension; which were severally referred to their 
appropriaie committees. 

Mr. CASEY presented the petition ef J. Child. 
ers of Lawrence county, Lllincis, praying an in- 
crease of pension; which, on his motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. BARTON presented the petition of nu- 
merous citizens of Hampshire county, Virginia, 
praying for a repeal of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petitions of John 
IN. Swasey, and 28 other shipmasiers and mer- 
ebants of Buckspori, Maine; of Andrew Peters, and 
34 other shipmasters and merchants of Ellsworth, 
Maine; anu of James S. Pike, and 29 other ship- 
masters and merchants of Calais, Maine: all 
praying for an appropriation for the erection of 
beacons, spindles, and buoys on the Muscle ridges 
upon the coast of Maine; which were referred to 
the Commitiee on Commerce. 


MUTINY AND EXECUTIONS ON BOARD 
THE BRIG SOMERS. 

Mr. GWIWN asked the permission of the House 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House whatever official infor. 
mation may have been received at the Navy Department rela- 
tive to the alleged design of mutiny on board the United States 
brig Somers, under the command of Alexander Slidell McKen. 
zie; and what number of persons have been executed for said 
offence; their names and rank; and the proceedings which 
were had on board of said vessel in reference thereto. 

Mr. WISE suggested to the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, that, as a court of inquiry was to be called, 
from which official information would be received 
in a very few wecks, it would be better to postpone 
his resolution until the court bad been held. 

Mr. GWIN intimated his intention to press his 
resolution, that the necessary information might be 
got from the President. 

Mr. WISE said the gentleman could not obtain 
any information in that way. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS and other gentlemen 
made remarks which did not reach the reporter's 
desk. 

Mr. GWIN moved a suspension of the rules 
for the reception of bis resolution, to which objec- 
tion had been made. , 

The motion was negatived. 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose 
of proceeding with the consideration of the general 
appropriation bill. 

r. HOPKINS inquired if the bill for the repeal 
of the bankrupt law was not the special order for 
this day. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative; the bill 
having been merely postponed to this day. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays on 
going into committee. ' 

Mr. H. observed that he supposed, if the Hou-e 
refused to go into committee, it would be in order 


| to move to take up the bill to repeal the bankrupt 


law. 
The SPEAKER was understood to reply in the 
aifirmative. 








ing taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 89, nays 98. 

So the House refused to go into Committee ef 
the Whole. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved that the House 
take up the bill to repeal the bankrupt law. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT then briefly stated some rea- 
sons which had prompted his action in this matter, 
but in so lowatone of voice, and amidst a deaf- 
ening hum threughout the House, which overpow- 
ered the honorable gentleman’s voice. He was 
understood to say that he voted for the bankrupt 
law wken it was passed, for the relief of bankrupts 
whose misfortunes were brought upon them with- 
out any fault of their ewn, but by the fault of the 
Government. His object, then, was to relieve the 
country from the distresses in which it was then 
involved; but he did not, so far as he was concern- 
ed, design it to be a permanent measure. He was 
in favor of limiting it to one year at the time of its 
passage; but he did not press his views on that 
point at that time, because he desired the 
passage of the law, and sucha limitation might 
have endangered its passage. He now offered 
this bill for the repeal of the bankrupt law, 
beeause he conceived it to be destroying con- 
fidence between man and man;-and seemed to 
be a shelter for those who were disposed to live 
without labor. Its future operation he looked upon 
as injurious; and it would be difficult to engraft 
any amendment upon the present act which would 
diminish its evils. He said he did not propose 
to commit this bill, because he was in favor of a to- 
tal repeal of the bankrupt law; and therefore its 
committal was unnecessary. If, however, such a 
motion should be made, he should consider it a 
test question between those who desired the con- 
tinuance, and those who desired the repeal of that 
law. 

Mr. BARNARD observed that the fate of the 
27th Congress seemed to be a very peeuliar and a 
very hard one. This Congress was composed of 
two parties; the lines of difference between which 
were drawn, perhaps, more distinctly than between 
any two parties that ever existed in this country. 
One of these parties was in a decided majority of 
that House—numbering some thirty or forty votes 
of a majority. The executive power of the coun- 
try also was in the hands of one holding opinions 
in accordance with those of the majority. Before 
the meeting of Congress, however, for the first 
time for the transaction of business, after its elec- 
tion, misfortune had fallen upon the dominant 
party; they lost their own President, and the con- 
stitutional incumbent of the Presidential office was 
not disposed to actin accordance with the majority. 
A portion, also, of their own friends in the House 
of Representatives, departed from them, and joined 
themse)ves with the Executive, who was of course 
supported by the whole body of the opposition. In 
that way, and under those circumstances, we came 
(said Mr. B.) to the transaction of the public busi- 
ness. We struggled with difficulties from the first 
moment of our existence, and have never ceased 
to struggle with difficulties to this day. Our condi- 
tion was like that of the poor wretch Sysiphus—con- 
demned tv rollan enormous stone up a steep ac- 
clivity, only to find some obstacle in our way, by 
which our labors and ourselves were to be tumbled 
down to the bottom again. But all this (said Mr. 
B.) was our misfortune, and not our fault; and 
amidst all our difficulties we certainly succeeded in 
passing some good measures, At the extra session 
we passed the law distributing the proceeds of the 
public lands among the States, and we passed the 
bankrupt law. At the last session, we passed the 
districting law, and we also passed the tariff law. 
What was to remain of all these, and many other 
measures, at the close of the constitutional term of 
existence of the presént Congress, no man could 
tell. One thing was sure—the land-distribution 
law was gone already; the congressional district- 
ing law was in danger; while the tariff law was 
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proposed to be moderated and modified out of alt 
its protective character; and now, at last, came the 
bill to repeal the bankrupt law-—moved, too, by 
one of the original friends of that measure. For 
one, (said Mr. B.) I could stand all the injuries our 
enemies are doing us; bat it is hard to receive such 
blows at the bands of our friends. What an extra- 
ordinary spectacle (said Mr. B.) do we now present 
to the American people! ‘This motion for a repeal 
of the bankrupt law came from Vermont, and from 
his excellent and learned friend from that State, 
{Mr. Evenerr,] who took the pains to declare, at 
this and at the last session of Congress, that, upon 
the whole, the bankrupt act was the best and wisest 
law that Congress had ever pavsed. Now, it was 
to be repealed upon the motion of the very gentle- 
man who had made this eulogiam. Considering the 
source from which that motion emanated, and con- 
sidering the sort of support which it was about to 
receive, itstrock bis mind as one of the most alarm- 
ing movements he had ever witnessed in the political 
It went far to prove the truth of the charge 
so often made against this nation—that its legislation 
was destined to be unstable; not guided and governed, 
as it ought to be, by the settled, well-considered, 
well-digested opinions of the people of the country; 
but that it was destined to be distarbed by every 
wave of popular sentiment—to follow, in short, not 
ouly the shiftings and tarnings of popular senti- 
ment, but popular error and popular delusion. 
That such a thing as popular error and populer 
delusion existed, as well in this country as in 
others, he was not afraid or ashamed to say. By 
unsettled, ill-digested popular opinion, he never 
had been—and so he!p him God!—never would be 
governed. 


But Vermont demanded the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law; and, therefore, it was to be repealed. 
Vermont was a creditor State—she was in the 
happy condition of owing nobody, and everybody 
was indebted to her; and ber Legislature, at its 
last session, passed a resolution instructing her 
Senators, and requesting her Representatives, in 
Congress, to procure the repeal of that law. He 
denied the right of Vermont to dictate to Congress 
upon this subject, or upon apy other. She might 
express her opinions, it was true; but the opinions 
that governed here were those of the members of the 
National Legislature, and not those of the mem- 
bers of her State Legislature. He was utterly hos- 
tile to this doctrine ef instraction, let it come from 
what source it might, avowed or not avowed. 
What security was there for legislation, if the rep- 
resentatives of a State—the very same men—were 
to be governed one day by one set of opinions, and 
another day by another, just as the waves of pop- 
ular sentiment ebbed and flowed. Vermont did 
not, it seemed, like to see her debtors escape, and, 
in common with almost all other creditors, she had 
a very great reluctance to see the dead body o 
debt buried oat of her sight. Well, this might be 
a very natural feeling; but it was a morbid one, 
which ought not to be encouraged. Creditors were 
not bazzards, to feed on carrion; and he did not 
want to see these dead bodies kept above ground 
uli they tainted the whole atmosphere. 

He had remarked that he could not see any se- 
curity for legislation in the country, uoless party 
and party men were to be precluded from influen- 
cing it to suit their temporary purposes. If they 
could not be, then the legislation of the country would 
be blown about by every popular gale. Unless the 
Representatives would abide by their own opinions 
after having once promulgated them, he was free 
to declare that there could be no stability in the 
policy of the country. 

But his excellent friend from Vermont [Mr. 
Everett] had discovered that the bankrupt law 
had performed its office; that it had fulfilled its ob- 
jects, and therefore ought to be repealed. He 
further avowed, that it was bis opinion at the time 
the act was passed, that it should have been limited 
to the term of one year; that it ought to be a tem- 
porary law. What was a temporary law? What 
was it but repudiation in its most odious form— 
repudiation by individeals of their own debts at 
their own time; a proclamation by debtors. of a 
jubiee—not like that of the Jews, which occurring 
al regular and stated periods, creditors as well as 


debtors could prepare themselves for—but a jubilee 
the time of which was to be ame by the 
debtors themselves. Such a bankrupt law was not 
the establishment of a rule of law; it was the es- 
tablishment of an exception to a rule of Jaw, in the 
face of the law itself. It wasa law by which you 
open the prison doors, and let loose those confined 
at the moment; though at the next day the jailsmay 
be as full as ever—and of those, too, who are not 
to be set at liberty. Was that a bankrupt law 
in the understanding of the Constitution? The 
Censtitation authorized Congress to pass uniform 
laws on the subject of bankruptcy: but could a 
law of a year’s curation be called a uniform law? 
It was not law, because it was not a rule of conduct 
affecting all alike; but it was a mere partial arbi- 
trary act of arbitrary power, interposing between 
the creditor and his debtor, to break up for the time 
being the relations between them, and to take away 
the power which the law gave the former over the 
latter. In this way, the creditor, in bis tura, might 
be ruined and driwen to bankruptcy; though, 
ia consequence cf the temporary nature of the law, 
he would be preciuded from its benefits. Mr. B. 
said he denied the power of Congress to pass any 
such law. Itbad the power to pass a permanent 
and uniform Jaw, and he admitted that it had the 
power to repeal it; bat it had no power to pass a 
bankrupt law tbat was not permanent and uniform. 
Such a bankropt law as was contemplated by the 
Constitution would have the tendency to prevent 
bankruptcy; but a temporary law, such as was con- 
templated by the gentleman from Vermont, would 
have the tendency to encourage bankrupicy, and 
to encourage extravagance and speculation, by the 
hope held out that a proclamation of jubilee would 
be made to free debtors for the time being from the 
power of their creditors. 

If, then, this bankrupt law was to be repealed, 
let it be because it was imexpedient; because, such 
a law ought never to have been passed; but, for 
Heaven’s sake, do not let it be repealed on the 
ground that it has accomplished the object for 
which it was enacied. 


Mr. B. said he had no manner of doubt but that 
very much of the influence which was abroad in 
the country, and was brought to bear on the House 
at the time the bankrupt law was passed, was that 
of individuals, who, if they did not then bold the sen- 
timents advanced now by his friend from Vermont, 
were yet willing to receive the benefits of them; 
in other words, they were willing that a temporary 
law should be passed to relieve them from their 
embarrassments, to be repealed or to expire at the 
time they came to be creditors. He prayed and 
besonght gentlemen, therefore, if they meant to 
vote for the repeal, to put their votes on better 
grounds than those of his friend from Vermont. 
Let the law be repealed, if it is to be repealed, be- 
cause it isa bad law; but do not let it be repealed 
because it was intended as a temporary measure, 
and becanse it has fulfilled its objects. 

But why should the bankrupt law be repealed? 
He addressed himself to those who had been its 
friends. What was the greatest objeciion to the 
measure, in the minds of intelligent men, at the time 
of its passage? ~Was it not because of its retro- 
spective operation, violating, in their opinions, one 
of the provisions of the Constitution, by impairing 
the obligation of contracts?) That objection was 
now almost removed. The force of the bankrupt 
law in regard to old cases was almost spent; 
and it was now about to commence iis most whole- 
some and beneficent functions, by operatinz on 
cases which have arisen since its enactment. The 
constitutional objection was, therefore, no longer 
in force. 

After some further remarks from Mr. B., show- 
ing the beneiits derived, and to be derived, from the 
bankrupt act, he concluded by moving to com- 
mit the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
with instructions to bring ina bill to repeal that 
part of the law providing for voluntary bankrupt- 
cy, and to provide that this shall take place in 18 
months from the passage of the act. 

Mr. B. said the House was aware that, in the 
other braach of Congress, a resolution had been 
adopted calling upon the of State for in- 
formation in relation to this subject; and he hoped 





that the House would wait till that information wa; 
received, and not, by precipitate legislation, run ihe 
risk of committing an act of cruelty and injustice, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he should like i 
move the adoption of instructions to the committee 
in case the bill were referred to their consideration, 
Hie, therefore, sent to the Chair the following in. 
structions: 

“And that the said committee te instructed io 
report a bill excluding the voluntary ee from 
the present bankrupt ac’, and including banks,” 

r. BARNARD inquired whether the motion 
was in order; to which 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL modified his instructions, 
by striking out the word banks, and substituting the 
words trading corporations. 

Mr. WINTHROP said that, however calculated 
the motion was to produce a wide discussion, he had 
a strong presentiment tbat the present debate would 
not be long. It seemed that summary execution 
was ta be applied to this, the last act of that jij. 
fated extra session. Its sentence had been pro. 
nounced before arguments at law; judgment was 
to be first carried out, and a hearing had afterwards, 
Indeed, he feared that there was an impatience and 
an indisposition to hearat all, either before or after 
judgment. For himself, he had no disposition 
to speak at length; for the subject had already 
been nearly exhausted by the remarks of bis friend 
from New York, [Mr. Bannanp;} nor would he 
impugn the course taken by his friend from Ver. 
mont, [Mr. Evererr,] who no donbt acted from a 
sense of duty to his constituents, He only wished 
to explain simply the reasons whiclr should induce 
him to vote against the repeal of this law, repre. 
senting as he did a great commercia! community. 

The power of Congress to enact a bankrupt 
law was not implied merely, but was found in the 
category of those clearly expressed and enumerated 
powers about which there was no dispute. Now, 
he held it to be the duty of Congress to exercise its 
power; and not to exercise il, a positive neglect 
and omission—not less than it would be to omit 
to exercise the power given to regulate commerce, 
establish courts, coin money, provide for the com- 
mon defence of the country, and, in short, any 
other power expressed among those named in the 
Constitution. He was aware that it had been sug- 
gested by his friend from Vermont, [Mr. Everert,) 
that though the present law might be repealed, 
another might be enacted. But when would such 
an event occur? When could it be expected? 
Certainly not until it should be called for by the 
people, to sweep off the load of indebtedness that 
might be upon them; and then the law would itself 
be swept off, after having performed its office. 
Such was the fate of the first bankrupt law, and 
such seemed to be the inevitable destiny of this. 

But the language of the Constitation was re- 
markably strong. It was, not that ‘Congress shall 
have power to pass,” but to “establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy.” Would a mere passage of 
an act be a fulfilment of the power to establish the 
system? So far from it, the reverse of the propo- 
sition would be true; and such passage be a mere 
temporary remedy. Such a course—the enactment 
of a bankrupt law for a particular temporary put- 
pose—could be justified on no principle whatever. 
He, therefore, protested against the introduction of 
a bankrupt law at irregular intervals, and before 
the trader and the man of business could be aware 
how toact, Anticipating the results which had 
flowed from the insertion of the retrospective pria- 
ciple in the present act, he had voted for it with 
reluctance; and, had he believed that the whole 
act was destined to be so soon expunged from 
the statute-book, he should not have voted for 
itatall. And here he would make a suggestion 
to that gentleman, who had denounced the retro- 
spective character of the act; and that was, ‘bal, 


by voting for the repeal of the Jaw at the present. 


time, they would become responsible for its revival 
hereafter. The only mode of preventing the en- 
aciment of a retrospective law was to establish the 
prospective provision of the present law upon a 
firm basis. True, the present law might not be 
perfect, and might require remedy in its details. 
What he had to say was, let it be perfected; let it 
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be limited in its operation to tradets, if necessary; 
and even let a provision be inserted comprehending 
banks, under certain circumstances and regulations, 
It did seem to him thatthe responsibility of the en- 
actment of a retrospective bankrupt act hereafter 


. would rest on those gentlemen who should vote for 


the repeal of the present. 

There was one more view of the subject which 
he would mention. He meant the monstrous in- 
justice of an immediate and unconditional repeal 
of the law. It was known that many debtors, re- 

onding, as had been said, to the first sound of 
the trumpet, had advanced and obtained relief, hav- 
ing first stripped themselves for the purpose, and 
jeaving as little matter to be decided upon by the 
courts as effects to be distributed among the cred- 
jtors. A repealof the law would not take away 
the benefits these men had ob‘ained, whilst it would 
give the same desperate debtors the further advan- 
tage of any new bankrupt law which might be en- 
acted hereafter. On the other band, there were 
numbers whose affairs, not altogether hopeless, left 
the prospect of distributing something to their cred- 
itors—men whose applications for the benefit of the 
act had been held back, in the hope of making an 
honorable compromise; or whose cases had been 
delayed in the courts by argument upon points of 
jaw: these would be altogether deprived of the 
advantages secured by more expeditious, and per- 
haps less scrupulous, debtors. In conclusion, he 
hoped—if it was not too late to hope—tbat the House 
would. pause before it resolved to wipe out alto- 
gether the law now in force. 

Mr. PAYNE remarked that one of the strongest 
objections which he had to the passage of this act, 
was ils retrospective character. He was not fully 
persuaded that the Government had power to pass 
alaw absolving individuals from their contracts, 
He could not believe it to be legal and proper for 
the Government to destroy the relations subsisting 
between debtor and creditor. Government, as he 
thought, should at least have permitted the obliga- 
tions between the creditor and his sccurity to be 
performed. 

These were some of his objections to the law at 
the beginning; but, with regard to a prospective 
bankrupt law, properly established, he did not then, 
nor did he now, object. All objections, however, 
were disregarded by those who controlled the ac 
tion of this House; and a uniform system of bank- 
rupicy, to be perpetual as the law of the country, 
was passed; aod this was the first lime that the 
avowal had been made—as it had been made 
this morning—that the object of the bankrupt law 
was to violate private contracts, and to turn men 
loose from their obligations. It was immaterial 
how they regarded it here; but the eyes of all the 
commercial world were turned upon them; ard to 


' Europe it would appear that they repealed the law, 


alter ithad done—what? Released at least the debtor 
from the obligation of his contracts. It appeared 
to him this proposition portrayed, more clearly than 
anything else could do, the true object the gentle- 
men who advocated it had in pressing it on the 
country. Now, if he might be permitted to advise 
those gentlemen who passed this law, he should 
say: For Heaven’s sake, do not lay it on thisexcla- 
sive ground—that the object was to release the debt- 
or from the obligation of his contract, for which he 
had received a valuable consideration. 


He would declare again, that, if a bankrupt law 
were established, striking out the voluntary fea- 
tare, and making it such a bankrupt law as was 
contemplated by the Constitution, he should not 
sbject to see it become part of the permanent poli- 
cy of our country. But if they voted for the bill 
which was now presented to the House, for the re- 
peal of the existing bankrupt law, they would com- 
mit themselves with regard to the constitationality 
of the whole measure. The proviso was designed 
to secure to those who had taken the first step, the 
benefit of the existing bankrapt law up to the 5’h 
of the present month; and when this bill was intro- 
duced, he gave notice thathe should move to strike 
out that-previso; but he was conscious of the great 
difficulty’ which must result. There was much 
force in what had been said by gentlemen on this 
subject, respecting the indecent haste of bankrupts 
to avail themselves of the law, to release them from 


carrying outhis plans. Were he disposed to strike 


because it verified a prediction which had been 


gentleman from Vermont. 





their obligations; whereas those who were less 
hasty, and who regretted the necessity to avail 
themselves of the provisions of the law, and there- 


fore held back, were to be deprived of the bi ucfiis | 


of the law. There were difficultics, too, iu the 
way of their voting for this bill to repeal the bank- 
rupt law, with such a provision as would compro- 
mise them on the constitutional question which it 
involved; and the whole case afforded a striking 
illustration of the evil of that hasty legislation 
which was forced on the conntry without consider- 
ation by the operation of the gag rule, which did 
not permit an ito be dotted, or a ¢ to be crossed. 
Under all the circumstances, he did not know that 
he could go for the repeal, as the bill now stood; for 
he was unwilling to commit himself with regard to 
the constitutional question. 

He had another remark to make, in relation to 
the instructions. It had been his determination in 
all his acts, while he was a member of that body, 
to give no vote which, in his opinion, would tend 
to increase the power of this Government, or the 
Executive patronage of this Government. Every 
vote he did give would be to diminish rather than 
to increase that power. Suppose, then, they placed 
all the banking institutions of the country under 
the operation of the bankrupt law; why, an Exe- 
cutive, who was disposed to do so, might use the 
power of this Government for the punishment, on 
the one hand, and his influence to excite hope of 
reward, on the other; or, every bank would be 
placed at the foot of the Executive, to aid him in 


directly at the principle by which he had governed 
his legislative action, he should give the Executive 
this power. He trusted, therefore, that the pro- 
position would be either amended, or laid on the 
table; but if, on the contrary, it were attached to 


this bill, the bankrupt law would never be re- 


pealed. There was one fact, in connexion with 
the discussions which had already been had on 
this subject, to which he was inclined to call the 
attention of the House; but he declined doing so, 


made again and again with regard to the Whig 
Congress. . This bankrupt law was a Whig meas- 
ure. It originated with the Whigs; it was passed 
by Whigs. He was not sure, but he did not be- 
lieve there was more than one solitary Democratic 
member that voted fur it. And what were they 
now told? Why, that this Whig measure—a 
measure conceived, brought forth, and carried into 
a law by Whigs, to relieve the country, had done— 
wha? Destroyed all confidence between man and 
man, and had bioken down the credit of the coun- 
try. This was the character given of it by the 


Mr. EVERETT explained. 

Mr. PAYNE. The gentleman then said, if it 
bad not done all these things, that it was in a state 
of progression; and if they permitted it to remain, 
it would break down the credit of the country, and 
destroy confidence between man and man. Such 
was the result of one of the important measures 
which were passed by the 27th Congress; and in 
view of this, and other acts, there was one circum- 
stance which appeased to be a little remarkable: 
the President was blamed for the application of his 
vetoes, and for not permitting the Whigs to do all 
that which they desired to do—for not permit'ing 
the majority in this Congress to do all that they 
pleased; and he was still blamed. It was not his 
place to blame or to defend the President; but jus- 
tice ought te be done, and he would, therefore, say 
they ought not io blame the President for not per- 
mitting more wrongdoing than that which it was 
now admitted they had done. 


Mr. GORDON addressed the House in favor of 
the repeal of the law. He commenced by remark- 
ing that, in the discussions upon the measure, when 
it passed at the extra session, it was said that it 
would be hailed as a public jubilee. Recollecting 
this remark, he did not expect so early to have 
heard it said by a member of the House—and a 
member, too, of that very majority who passed the 
act—that it was intended as a permanent measure. 
He had himself supposed that the law had its in- 
ception, and wonld have its consummatiou in a de- 
sire to relieve debtors from the embarrassments 


into which they were, for the time being, plunged; 
and was only such a measure as would be passed, 
at intervals, to falfilthe end named. But it seemed 
he was mistaken; and now, the only ground on 
which the law was at all justified was taken away. 
As to his own potition, that was the same now as 
at the exira session—a firm opposition to the 
measure on account of its unconstitutionality, as 
well as on account of considerations of its injus- 
tice. 

The fate of the measure, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Wintnropr] had said, was set- 
tled. Its end was at hand. Its decree of repeal 
had been berne on the wings of popular sentiment 
and indignation. The work only remained to be 
done. He could not see how his colleague [Mr. 
Barnarp] could have been brought to declare that 
it was a want of reflection in the people to de- 
cree the repeal of the measure: at which he was 
astonished! Surely his colleague could not have 
perceived how, by this remark, he was impugning 
the intelligence of the people. His colleague had 
set himself up to contradict the public voice for de- 
manding the repeal of this measure! and did not 
this amount to a declaration that the people knew 
not what they were about? Sach was, in fact, the 
averment which his colleague had made; yet he 
(Mr. G.) was not surprised at the remark, when be 
recollected that his colleague belonged to that 
party which had no confidence in the people, and 
which believed them to be incapable of self-gov- 
ernment. 

Here Mr. ARNOLD rose, and inquired whether 
a single petition for the repeal of the bankrupt 
act had been presented this session. 

Mr. GORDON said this question reminded him 
of a fact, which he often observed—that there 
were many men who could not or would not un- 
derstand what public sentiment was, in relation to 
a particular measnre, until they had read itin a 
petition. Now, these petitions, it was well known, 
were often gotten up to order, and therefore enti- 
ted to no moral influence. Public sentiment upon 
a measure like the present was overpowering; and 
a miserable petition would but ill embody its 
force and omnipotence. In reply, however, to the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr.Arnocn,] he would 
state that petitions bad been sent here to obtain the 
repeal of this measure. But whether they had or 
not, every man of ordinary sagacity and observa- 
tion knew what public sentiment was upor this 
question. He was glad to find that even the gen- 
tleman from Vermont had bowed down before this 
public sentiment, and had de'ermined to vote for 
the repeal. . 

Mr. EVERETT rose, and was understood to 
“Say that his determination arose from a change of 
his opinions, rather than from considerations grow~ 
ing outof any sapposed state of public sentiment. 
~ Mr. GORDON said be was then glad to hear 
tbattihe gentleman had changed his opinion. His 
added but another to the generai voice that the 
law was a bad one. 

But his colleague (Mr. Barwarp] had compiained 
of the instability of législation in this country, and 
t ad charged that the repeal of the law would tend 
still further to sink our reputation in thet re- 
spect. Inreply, he would remark that all bad 
laws, like this bankrupt act, did most effectually 
contribute toinstability of legislation; because, in 
a country where tne people’s wishes were con- 
sulted, such laws were certain to be expunged from 
the statute-book. Yet he would leave it to the 
common sense of any man to say whether this was 
a reason why a bad law should not be repealed. 
If Congress would confine itself to its legitimate 
sphere of action, standing upon the broad platform 
of the Constitution, and only enacting such meas- 
ures as were called ‘for by the people, there would 
be no reason for his colleague to complain of in- 
stability of legislation. 

But his colleague bad also complained of popu- 
lar error and delusion in relation to this law. New, 
he could tell his colleague how the le had 

“ome to be so sadly in “error and delusion,” They 
had employed their “sober second thought” upon 
the bankrupt act, and their verdict against it was 
another instance to show how correct are the ulti- 
mate decisions of the people in regard to matters 
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of government. They bad determined, afver the 
fall and free exercise of this sober second thought, 
tobe no longer under the same “popular error and 
détasion” as in 1840. Although his colleague 
complained of the delusion of the peop'e, it had’al- 
Ways happened that he was with them when they 
were deluded, and against them when restored to 
their senses, [Laughter—“Good!”] Such a delusion 
existed in 1840 as had never before, and he trusted 
never would again. e 


His colleague bad said that party lines were 
never so strictly drawn as at the commencement of 
the present Copgress—as if, forsooib, there ever 
were but two parties in the country; and as if the 
Whig party of 1840 was any other but the old Fed- 
eral party. Now was the time, he (Mr. G.) 
thought, when party lines were tightly drawn. The 
laxity and the delusion of 1840 had passed away; 
and the drawing of party lines tight again shows 
the Democratic mejority in the country. That ma- 
jority would soon be called upon to act; and they 
would, he imagined, preonse to legislate for the 
country according to} their well-known principles 
and their settled and unchanging creed. 

Bat his colleague argued, that to repeal the bank- 
ruptlaw at this time would place tbe majority in 
a ridiculous attitude before the people. To this 
remark he could not agree; on the contrary, he 
thought that a repeal wou!d show that the present 
majority were willing to shake off the attitude of ridi- 
cule in which they already stood before the whole 
eountry. Had the dominant party been content to 
jet well evough alone— to Jet the sub-treasury remain 
in force, and to have passed bo Jaws whatever, ex- 
cept moderate appropriation bills—-they would stand 
much higher before the country. As they had not 
done this, they might even now acknowledge their 
errors andrepent. They would, at least, get credit 
before ihe world for a bigh-toned magnanimily. 
Indeed, he thought the people were forgiving in 
their disposition, and might even be persuaded to 

ardon them for their many offences. He was, 

owever, stongly inclined to doubt if the present 
generation wonld ever put them in power again, 
after having once been so grossly deceived. Whilst, 
then, he was assuring his Whig friends of forgive- 
ness, he must take leave to tell them that they 
were doomed to wait until a new generation should 
have come upon the stage, ere they could play the 
same high tricks over again. [Laughter.] His 
cojleague bad said that it would require much 
courage to vote against the repeal of the bankrupt 
act, in the present state of public opinion. He ad- 
mitted the truth of the remark; and, as a friend 
near him suggested, it would require brandy-and- 
water courage—or, mayhap, delirium. tremens—to 
bring them up to the sticking point. [Laughter.] 
Whatever might be the condition and quantity of 
theit courage, he was apprehensive that his col- 
league would find a majority of his friends unwjl- 
ling to vote against the repeal of this measure, 

Again: his colleague bad said that, in a commgr- 
cra} community like ours, it was impossible to get 
along well without a bankrupt law. Now he 
(Mr. G.) declared, on the other hand, it was im- 
possible for a commercial community like ours to 
get aleng with such a bankrupt law as this; and 
there he was at issue with his colleague. The re- 
peal of the law, he predicied, would be followed 
by a brisker siate of trade and increased life and 
enterprise in every commercial circle. Capita}, 
now hidden and hoarded, from want of confidence, 
would come out, and do its good office in stimulating 
business. 

But such a state of things would never occur 
until the manifestation of a disposition to preserve 
the inviolability of contracts should have taken 
place. It was his conviction that this bankrapt 
jaw had done more against our credit in Europe 
ihan repudiation itself, Repudiation only operated 
on large capitalists and fundmongers; but the 
bankrupt act levelled a deadly blow at manufac. 
iurers and dealers of every description. The busi- 
ness operations of these were great, compared with 
that of the mere money-lenders. 

in conc'usion, he would say a few words in re- 
ply to the gemieman from Massachusetts, {[Mr. 
Winturoe,] whose example he should endeavor to 
follow, deeming that shert speeches, and to the 
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point, were the best. That gentleman seemed to 
lay particular emphasis upon the circumstance that 
the Constitution gave Congress the power to estab- 
lish a uniform system of bankruptcy. Did it, he 
would ask, follow, that because the power was 
given, therefore it must be exercised? Had the 
gentleman’s studies in constitational law only 
taught him that every power conveyed by an in- 
strument must be used? Such a docirine, to be ex- 
posed, needed only to be stated. 

Bat the gentleman bad complained of the injus- 
tice of an immediate repeal, arguing that, as many 
had already taken advantage of the law, it would 
be unjust to slight others who were more tardy, 
but were preparing to reap the barvest of its pro- 
visions. Tis appeared to him like saying that be- 
cause ten thousand debtors have plundered their 
credilors without conscience, therefore the law 
should be kept in operation for the purpose of al- 
lowing still more to do the same! He was, how- 
ever, not entirely surprised at this doctrine, when 
he recollected that in the hard-cider campaign it 
was held out to a large class that the consequence 
of a Whig triumph would be the expunging of 
their debts. Seeing this tendency of the law was 
the main reason with the people for demanding its 
immediate repeal, he thought that those who advo- 
cated a postponement of the repeal thought more 
of their political comsistency than of advancing the 
public interests. 

Mr. WELLER then called for the yeas and 
nays on the question; which were ordered. 

Mr. ARNOLD inguired if the instructions could 
be divided; and, being answered by the Speaker in 
the affirmative, called for a division, so as to take 
the question first on the first clause. 

Mr. CUSHING doubted whether a division of 
the question was in order; and called upon the 
Clerk to read the ins'ructions again, to see if there 
were two distinct substantive propositions in it; 
which was done. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then, after a few re- 
marks, moved the previous question, in order to 
cut off the motion to commit, and to bring the 
House to a direct vote on the bill. : 

The question on seconding the previous question 
was then taken by tellers—Messrs. Bowne and 
Marntor—and lost; there being only 46 votes in 
the affirmative. 

So the House refused to second the call for the 
previous question. 

The qnestion recurring on Mr. InceRsoL.’s mos 

tion to amend the motion to commit with instruc- 
tions— 
_ Mr. CUSHING obtained the floor, and was 
about addressing the committee, when repeated 
cries of “Question, question,” were heard; and he 
took his seat, saying that it the commitiee were 
ready to take the question then, he would forego 
his remarks. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved to strike out that part of 
the instructions relating to voluntary bankrupts, so 
that the instructions would read ‘‘to report a bank- 
rupt bill including corporations not owned by 
States.” 


Mr. BOWNE desired to know whether the 
amendment, as it then read, would repeal the law 
now in force. It struck hm that it would not— 
that the effect of it would be to bringin a new 
bankrupt law, without repealing the old ove. He 
would not have troubled the House with any re- 
marks, but, from the fear that the incipient 
steps just taken towards the repeal of this. act 
would not result as the mover contemplated. 
He would not say that the. gentleman who 
moved these instructions intended thereby to 
impede the passage of the bill before them, 
or to prevent the passage of any similar bil 
during the session; but he feared that snch would 
be the effect of the motion, if it prevailed. Every 
member on that floor understood we!} what was the 
will of the whole country, as well as that of his 
constituents, in relation to this question. It had 
been long before the public; and the public mind, 
having weighed it in the balance, had, as far as he 
couid understand it, declared it had been found 
wanting. He was ready to act on it now, though 
he confessed he would like to see some little modi- 
fication of the bill before the House. If he could 





not get that modification, he would vote for the bil 
as it was; though he would not vote for a single 
motion that, in his view, would have a tendency jo 
defeat the measure. 


We have (said Mr. B.) but a few weeks to stay 
here; and if we send this bill to a committee, they 
might require some time to prepare a bill in ac. 
cordance with the instractions of the House; while 
the House itself will require some time to act upon 
it in Committee of the Whole, after it is reported 
to them—unless, indeed, the one-hour gag rule 
should be put in force. It would then have to 
undergo a proper degree of deliberation and dis. 
cussion in the otber body; so that, in the end, there 
miebt not be time enough left of the session to 
pass it. Were it not for these considerations, (Mr, 
B. said,) he would have no objection to the mo. 
tion of his colleague, (Mr. Barwagp,] to send the 
bill to the Committee on the Judiciary for their 
revision; but as it was, he could not consent to 
any measure that would delay or endanger iy 
passage. This was not a proper time to go into 
a discussion upon the merits of the bankrupt 
act. Ashe had before remarked, its merits were 
well understood by the whole country, and by 
every member on that floor. The judgment of the 
public had been formed, and they had now only to 
act on it. He would say, also, that he did not deem 
it proper to impugn the motives of those gentlemen 
who voted for this law. He was willing to believe 
that they acted from the best and purest motives; 
and he believed, also, that many of them, being 
now convinced that the law was inexpedient, were 
willing now to vote for its repeal. It was sufficient 
for them to say that they were wiser now than they 
then were; and he would, therefore, nei'her impugn 
their consistency nor their honesty. He had uni- 
formly cpposed this law, and a majority of his 
constituents coincided in opinion with him. He 
was therefore ready now to vote for its repeal. 
The only modification he wanted to make was a 
proviso that the repeal shall take effect from the 
passage of the act, so as to leave all persons 
who had already commenced the preliminary pro- 
ceedings of bankruptcy under the faith of a law of 
Congress, at liberty to consummate them. There 
would be great cruelty and injastice in cutting of 
those who had incurred a heavy expense to ob. 
tain the benefits of this law, and who did so under 
the faith of an actof Congress. With this pro- 
viso, he would be perfectly satisfied to vote for the 
bill before them; though, if he could not get it, he 
would vote for the bill as it them stood. 

Mr, CHARLES BROWN said he was not in 
so great a hurry to repeal the bankrupt law as 
many gentlemen seemed to be. He was opposed 
to its passage, and was still opposed to it as it 
stood upon the statute-book; and if it could not be 
amended as he desired, he would vote for its r- 
peal. Bat, before he voted for its repeal, he was 
desirous of making a fair and full effort to have 
embraced within its provisions all thé banks and 
other trading corporations of the econntry, The 
operation of the voluntary provisions of the law, 
as they were calied, had been almost unmitigated 
evil. Bat it had done its worst; and, if left in fall 
force, could do comparatively but little more evil. 
It had deranged and destroyed all the long-estab- 
lished relations of debtor and creditor—had nvali- 
dated contracts, and released from their obligations 
all the large and princely debtors. It had afforded 
an opportunity for thousands to be released from 
their debits, who otherwise would have paid them, 
and thereby enabled those to whom they were (0- 
debted, in their turn to pay their debts. This Jast 
class—the creditors of those who have taken the 
benefit of the bankrupt law—have been made 
bankrupts by its operation; and now, by its repeal, 
you will leave them without remedy. Was this 
just? Was that the way the obligation of contracis 
ought to be mainiained? Much, if not all, the op- 
pars in the public mind against the bankrupt 

w, was owing to ils voluntary and retrospective 
action—its violation of past cagneneen’ and eI- 
isting contracts. But these been, already caa- 
celled by it; and the repeal ef the law would not 
restore these obligations—would not place them in 
the situation they were before its passage. The 
evil it had done could not, therefore, be remedied. 
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If it remained in force, it could now cn'y affect | fi 


contracts made under it, and could do no positive | 
wrong. Many had been made bankrupt by the 
effecis of the law, who otherwise would have paid 
all their debts. He doubted the policy or jastice of 
making these its victims, and then to deprive them 
of its remedies by legislation. 

Before its passage, every man knew when he in- 
curred a debt what were the penalties for non-pay- 
ment. All knew what they hada right to expect and 
demand as creditors, or to give or suffer as debtors; 
all the debtors and creditors stood upon the same 
platform. If they repealed the law before all the 
relations of these parties that have been changed 
of ithave been arranged according to its provis- 
jons, manifest injustice would be done to a large 

jon of them. Those who have been released, 
nave had especial benefits conferred upon them; 
which especial benefits have bankrupted others, 
who will be left under all their obligations to others, 
again, Without claims on those who were indebted 
to them. This was, he said, a great wrong, and 
one inflicted by the Government. 


With these views of the subject, it having done 
mostof the evilit could do, he was notin so great a 
hurry to repeal it as were some of those who had the 
sin of its passage on their heads. He was for 
making it the minis‘er of some good, to compensa’e, 
in part, for the evil it bad done. If it could be 
made (and he believed it could) to operate on all 
the banks and other corporations of the country, it 
would be one of the most salutary laws ever en- 
acted, There was nothing that had so much 
deranged and impeded the healthy action of the 
business of the country, as the non-payment of 
specie by the banks of many parts of the coun- 
try. They had for years, and now, in many 
places, sat like an incubus upon its industry, and 
blighting its prosperity. If these could be made to 
pay specie or to close their doors, the ex- 
changes of the country would immediately be 
reguiated, and its prosperity begin to advance. 
He was, therefore, for applying the bank- 
rupt law to all such institutions, and to have 
them expunged or purified before it was repealed. 
He would, therefore, suggest to his colleague [Mr. 
C.J. InaersoLu] so to change his proposition, as to 
embrace alj banks and trading corporations within 
the provisions of the law. Of the power of Con- 
gress to do so, he had not the least doubt; nor 
would he make any distinction between banks whose 
stock was held by States and those keld by individ. 
uals. No matter who or what the corporator or 
corperators were, it was not with them the law 
would have to do; but with the corporation, or 
rather with its property, its debtors, and iis cred- 
itors; and these ought to be subject to the pen- 
alties. and provisions of the bankrupt law, as much 
as any other property, debtors, and creditors. Be- 
lieving this, he would vote aganst all propositions 
that did not embrace all banks, His object was 
to reach them all, and he would make no distine- 
tion, nor take anything less. If he could not get 
this, he would go for the repeal of the law altogether, 

Mr. PICKENS said, to test the question, and to 
bring the House to a direct vote, he should move 
the previous question; and, he would add, that if 
gentlemen attempted to embarrass the bill with col- 
lateral issues, they would defeat it. He called, 
then, upon gentlemen (and more particularly as 
the people whom they represented had decided 
against the expediency and the constitutionality of 
that odious law) to come to the vote, and make re- 
peal imperative. With that view, he moved the 
previous question; on which he demanded tellers. 

Mr. HOPKINS and other gentlemen made 
some observations to the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Picxens,] which were not heard at 
the reporter’s desk; and, in the confusion, an ad- 
journment was moved. 

The SPEAKER put the question, and it pre- 
Vailed—-88 in the affirmative, and 75 in the nega- 
tive, and the House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 21, 1842. 
Mr. BATES presented a petition from Seneca 


as, praying for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, 2 













Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of New York, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the bankrupt law, on the 
ground that its continuance will produce a salu- 
tary effect, by preventing overtrading, &c.: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented two memorials 
from manufacturers of hats, asking Congress to 
repeal the 25 per cent, duty on imported furs: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Fille- 
brown, jr.; which was read, and ordered to a see- 
ond reading. 


THE BANKRUPT ACT. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Wash- 
ington county, Vermont, by W. Richardson, pray- 
ing the repeal of the bankrupt act, and accompa- 
nied by a letier to him, stating that the people of 
Vermont were as unanimous as the Legislature of 
their State in condemning that act. Mr. B. would 
take the opportunity which the presentation of this 
petition offered, to declare that, holding the bank- 
rupt act to be unconstitutional at six different 
poiats,(the extinction of the debt witheut the consent 
ofa given majority of the creditors being at the 


| head of these points,) he would vete for no repeal 


which would permit the act to continu: in force 
for the trial of depending cases, unless with pre- 
visions which would bring the action of the law 
within the Constitution. To say nothing, at pres- 
ent, of other points of unconstitutionality, he limit- 
ed himself to the abolition of debts without the 
consent of a given majority of the creditors. This, 
he held, no power in our country can do. Congress 
can only go as far as the bankrupt systems of 
England and other countries g0; and that is, to 
require the consent of a given majority of the cred- 
itors (four-fifths in number and value in England 
and Scotland) and that founded upon a judicial cer- 
tificate of integrity by the commissioners who ex- 
amined the case, and approved afterwards by the 
Lord Chancellor. Upon these principles only 
could Congress act: upon these principles the Con- 
gress of 1800 acted, in making a bankrupt act: 
and to these principles he would endeavor to 
conform the action of the present act so 
long as it might ren. He held all the certifi- 
cates granted by the courts to be null and void; 
and that the question of the validity would be car- 
ried before the courts, and before the tribunal of 
public opinion. The federal judges decided the 
alien and sedition law to be constitutional. The 
people reversed that decision, and put down the 
men who held it. This bankrupt act was much 
more glaringly unconstitutional—much more im- 
moral—and called more loudly upon the people to 
rise against it. If he was a United States judge, 
he would decide the act to be unconstitutional. If 
he was a State court, and one of these certificates 
of discharge from debts should be pleaded in bar be- 
fore him, on an action brought for the recovery of 
the old debt, he would treat the certificate as a nul- 
lity, and throw it eut of coart. If commanded by 
the Supreme Court, he would resign first. The 
English law held all bankrupts, whose certificates 
were not signed by the given majority of the cred- 
itors, to be uncertifieated; and, as such, he held all 
these to be who had received certificates un- 
der our law. They had no certificate of dis- 
charge from a given majority of the credit- 
ors; and were, therefore, what the English 
law called “‘uncertificated bankrupts.” He said the 


’ bankrupt systems formed the creditors into a part- 


nership for the management of the debtor's estate, 
and his discharge from debt; and, in this partnership, 
a given majority acted for the whole, all having the 
same interest in what was lost or saved; and, there- 
fore, to be governed by a given majority, doing 
what was best for the whole. Buteven to this 
there were limitations, The four-fifths could not 
release the debt of the remaining fifth, except upon 
a certificate of integrity from the commissioners 
who tried the case, and. a final approval by the 
Lord Chancellor. The law made itself party to the 
discharge, as it does in a case of divorce, and for 
the sake of good morals; and required the judicial 


| ceéftificate of integrity, without which the release _ 
' of four-fifths of the creditors would not extinguish 


the debt of the other fifth. It is only in this way 
that Congress can act. It can only act according 
to the established principles of the. bankrupt sys- 
tems. Ii had no inherent or supreme authority 
over debts, It could not. abolish debts as it 
pleased. It could not confound bankruptey and 
insolvency, and so get hold of all debts, and 
sweep them off as it pleased. All this was des- 
polism, such as only could be looked for ia a 
Government which had no limits, either on its 
moral or political powers, The attempt to con- 
found insolvency and bankruptcy, and to make 
Congress supreme over boib, was the most daring 
attack on the Constitution, on the State laws, on 
the rights of property, and on public morals, 
which the history of Europe or Ameiica exhibited. 
There was no paralled to it in Europe or America. 
It. was repadiation—universal repudiation of ail 
debis—at the will of thedebtor, The law was snb- 
versive of civil society; and he called upon Con- 
gress, the Siate Legislatures, the Federal and 
State judiciaries—and, above all, the people—io 
brand it for unconstitutionality and immorality, 
and to put it down. 


Mr. B. saidhe had laid down the law, but he 
would refer to the forms which the wisdom of the 
law provided for executing itself. These forms 
were the highest evidences of the law. They were 
framed by men learned in the law—approved by 
the courts—and studied by the apprentices to the 
law. They should also be studied by the journey- 
men—by the professcrs—and by the ermined 
judges. In this case, especially, they should be so 
studied. Bankruptcy wasa branch ef the law bet 
litle studied in our country. The mass of the 
community were uninformed upon it; and the latitu- 
dinarians, who could find no limits tothe power of 
our Government were daringly presuming upon the 
general ignorance, by undertaking \o confound 
bankruptcy and insvlvency, and claiming for Con- 
gress a despotic power over both. This carivg at- 
tempt must be chastised. Congress must be driven 
back within the pale of the Constitution; and for 
that purpose, the principles of the bankrupt 
systems must be made known to the people. The 
ferms are one of the best modes of doing this: 
and here are the forms of a bankrupt’s certificate 
in Great Britain—tbe country from which our 
Constitution borrowed the system. [Mr. B. then 
read from Jacobs's Law Dictionary, title Bank- 
rupicy, atthe end of the title, the three forms of 
the certificates which were necessary to release a 
debtor from his debts.) The first ferm was that of 
the commissioners who examined the case, and 
who certified to the integrity of the bankrupt, and 
that he had conformed in all particulars to the act. 
The second form was that of the certificate of four- 
fifths of hiscreditors, “allowing him to be discharged 
from his debts.” The third was the certificate of 
the Lord Chancellor, certifying that notice of 
these two certificates having been published for 
twenty-one days in the London Gazette, and no 
cause being shown to the contrary, the certi- 
ficates granted by the commissioners and by 
the creditors were “confirmed” Then, and 
not till then, could the debtor be discharged from 
his debts; and with all this, the act of 1800 in the 
United States perfectly agreed, only taking two- 
thirds instead of four-fif'hs of the creditors. Con- 
gress ‘could only absolve debts in this way, and 
that among the proper subjects of a bankrapt iaw: 
and the moral sense of the community must revolt 
against any altempt to do it in any other form. 
The present act was repudiation—criminal repudi- 
ation, as far as any one chose to'repudiate—and 
must be put down by the community. 

The memorial was then referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate (for the 
purpose of laying before the other House) the pa- 
pers in relation to the claim of certain companies 


_ of Michigan militia. 


Mr. KING presented to the Senate a memorial 


| adopted by the Legislature of Alabama, upon the 


subject of lands which had been recently acquired 


_ from the Cherokees, which, through an error of 
| the Commissioner of the General Land Office, had 


been advertised for sale in January next, contrary 
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to the undersianding with the residents thereon 
entitled to pre-emptions--that one year would be al- 
lowed them (from the time of the filing in the office 
the plats of survey) before the lands were brought 
into market, to prove their rights to pre-emption. 

Mr. K. was understood to say that he had called 
upon the present Commissioner, and represented 
to him the anderstanding of the former Commis- 
sioner with t esidents, (of which he was una- 
ware;) and that the sales had been postponed so as 
to give the pre-emptors the benefit of the twelve 
months intervening the filing of the plats and the 
sale to establish their rights. He considered, there- 
fore, that the object of the memorial was accom- 
plished, though he moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands; which was agreed to, 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from Ezekiel 
Wade, praying remuneration for property destroy- 
ed by the enemy during the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 


THE OREGON BILL. 


Mr. LINN, from the select committee on the 
subject, reported back, with several amendments, 
the bill for the occupation and settlement of the 
Territory of Oregon, and for extending portions of 
the Jaws of the United States over the same, and 
for other purposes. The amendments were ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Benjamin K. Churchill for a privateer pension; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day under the rule: 


Resolved, That the 40th rule for conducting the business in 
the Senate, and which requires the Senate to close its doors 
when transacting executive business, be rescinded, and that the 
Senate shall hereafter sit with open doors when transacting all 
business except treaty business. 


MAIL FACILITIES. 


Mr. KING rose to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to an act which was passed at the last session, 
establishing post offices and post routes. It would 
be recollected that, at the time of the passage of 
that act, considerable discussion arose regarding 
the propriety of establishing a post office near the 
city of Alexandria; and, after a full consideration 
of the subject, upon all the information that could 
be collected, both Houses determined that that of- 
fice ought not to be established. By an error ot 
the engrossing clerk—certainly not intentional— 
the clause requiring the establishment of that of- 
fice was retained in the bill. The Postmaster 
General, however, though aware that the establish- 
ment of an office at that place was improper and 
uncalled for, yet, finding it in the statute-book, felt 
bound to execute the law. To arrest his action in 
the matter, he (Mr. Kina) now brought it to the 
consideration ot ithe Senate. If it were considered 
that it was a part of the law, it ought to be repeal- 
ed. He hoped the chairmen of the Commitiee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads would turn his at- 
tention to the subject; for, unless the committee 
brought forward some proposition for its repeal, he 
(Mr. Kina) would fee} it to be his daty to bring 
forwarda bill to repeal it. He would await the 
action of the committee until to-morrow. 


Mr. MERRICK, (at a subsequent part of the 
day.) in reference to the subject to which the Sena 
tor from Alabama (Mr. Kine] had called the at- 
tention of the Senate, observed, that he was satis- 
fied, upon Jooking at the law passed last session 
for the establishment of post-offices and post routes, 
that a very material error had been committed 
(probably in the engrorsment of the biil) in that 
part of it which related to the establishment of a 
post-office in Fairfax county, Virginia, at a semi- 
nary a tew miles from Alexandria. The Senate 
actually refused to establish such an office. He 
pow rose to give notice that he should ask leave to- 
morrow to bring in a bill to repeal that portion of 
the law. 


ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 
Mr. BENTON submitted a resolution, which 
was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether the late special minister 
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from Great Britain to the United States male any proposition, 
informally or otherwise, to the negotiator on the part of the 
United States, for the assumption or guaranty of the State 
a oe Government of the United States w the holders of 
said debts. 


Mr. ARCHER wished the resolution to lie on 
the table for the present. 

Mr. CONRAD, cn Jeave, introduced a bill for 
the relief of William B. Lewis, postmaster at New 
Orleans; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which lies one day on the table, by the rule: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate of the nature and extent of the “informal communica- 
tions” which took place between the American Secretary of 
State and the British special minister during the late negotia- 
tion in Washington City on the “subject of the claim of the 
United States and Great Britain to the territory west of the 
Rocky Mountains;” and also to inform: the Berate what were 
the reasons which prevented “any agreement on the subject 
at present,” and which made it “inexpedient to include that 
subject among the subjecis of forma! negotiation.” 


Oo motion of Mr. LINN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary uf War be requested to send to 
the Senate acopy of Lieutenant Freimont’s report of the recent 
exploring a to the Rocky mountains, made under the 
direction of the War Department. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to send 
to the Senate the report of the board of commissioners appoiunt- 
ed to select a site for a Western armory. 


CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 


The proposition submitted by Mr. Petps to 
amend the rule of the Senate adopted on the 26th 
of January, 1842, providing that it shall not be in 
order to re-present a claim once reported against by 
either of the standing committees, such report 
having been concurred in by the Senate, was taken 
up and adopted, as follows, viz: 

Provided, That this rule shall not extend to any cases 


whereon adverse reports, not in writing, may have been made 
previous to the said 26th day of January, 1842. 


BILLS ORDERED TO BE ENGROSSED. 


Senate bill entitled “An act to authorize the re- 
linquishment of the sixteenth sections of land 
granted for the use of schools, and to select other 
lands in lieu thereof,” was taken up as in commit- 
tee of the whole, on an amendment from the 
Committee on Public Lands, authorizing the re- 
linquishment by legal subdivisions, if preferred. 


Mr. KING thought it was extending the privi- 
lege too far, to allow the relinquishment of less than 
quarter sections, and might lead to great public in- 
convenience and prejudice. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN agreed with the Senator 
from Alabama in this opinion; and submitted to 
the chairman of the Committee on Pablic Lands, 
(Mr. Smirs,] whether it was not carrying the thing 
too far, to allow the relinquishment of forty acres 
of a section to be picked out of the heart of 
another section. 


Mr. SMITH remarked that portions of the 
schovl sections were ponds, and totally unfit for 
anything; and the committee, considering the ben- 
eficial objects for which the privilege was asked, 
bad concluded to grant it. 


The question was put, and the Amendment was 
agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. KING, the bill was further 
amended, so as to allow the selection to be made of 
any lands in the State where the relinquished 
section might lie, instead of confining the selections 
to the same township. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate,-and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate bill entitled “An act in relation to 
donations of land to certain persons in Arkansas,” 
was considered as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of certain citizens of Ar- 
kansas who lost their improvements in consequence 
of the treaty between the United States and the 
Cherokee Indians, came up in order asin commit- 
tee of the whole; but 

On the suggestion of Mr. BARROW, who wished 
to amend it so as to include some cases of citizens 
of Louisiana, it was postponed till to morrow. 

On motion of Mr. BARROW, the Senate then 
adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepsespar, December 21, 1842. 

Mr. KING of Georgia appeared and took his 
seat. 

Mr. KEIM of Pennsylvania presented the pe. 
tition of A. Troxee aud fourteen others, hatters, of 
Harrisburg, Pa., praying Congress that all hatter 
furs be admitted free of duty. 

Mr. PICKENS rose and desired to be informed 
as to the exact state of. the question on the bill be. 
fore the House, in Committee of the Whole, when 
they adjourned lastevening. He desired to know, 
if he should move to strike out the proviso in the 
pending motion, and then move the previons 
question, if it would be in order. 

The SPEAKER said that it would not. He 
would, however, suggest to the gentleman from 
South Carolina, that if there were any reports from 
the standing commitiees of the House, they wonld 
be the first business in order. 

The standing committees were then called in 
their order; and reports were made as follows: 

From the Committee of Ways and Means, by 
Mr. FILLMORE. 

From the Committee of Claims, by Messrs, 
COWEN and GIDDINGS. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this House will, on Friday and Saturday, 
the 23d and 24th instant, meet at 10 ©’clock, a. m., for the pur- 
pese of disposing of the business upon the private calendar. 

The resolution having Been read, Mr. C. called 
for the yeas and nays on the question of its adop. 
tion; but the call not being sustained by one-fifth 
of the members present, tellers were called for, and 
ordered; when, on taking the question, the result 
was, ayes 75, noes 68. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, of. 
fered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authorized to 


continue in employment their clerk, at the compensation here: 
tofore allowed him, until the further order of the House. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked if that resolution 
was in order. If not, he should object to it. 

The SPEAKER said that it was the report of a 
committee. 


Mr. JOHNSON observed that the committee 
whe had heretofore the charge of this subject, had 
examined it with great care, and bad come to the 
conclusion that-the services of this clerk were not 
necessary during thé recess. Accordirgly, when 
the resolution to continue his employment came 
up, an amendment was offered and adopted, lim- 
iting the employment to the then session of Con- 
gress (last session.]} This resolution was to av- 
thorize the Committee of Claims to émploy a 
clerk, who had annually been continued in em- 
ployment for years. Now, if the Committee of 
Claims wanted to employ a clerk during the ses- 
sion of Congress only, he would not obéect to it; 
bat he was oppoved to the annual employment of 
one. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia desired to know whether 
this clerk was a regular and stationary cfficer of 
the House, and was employed in the recess. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that he had been 
annually emp'oyed for years. 

Mr. SMITH farther desired to know what the 
clerk’s services were, and what was his compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that this gentleman had 
been regularly employed since the year 1826 in 
keeping the records and doing the clerical business 
of the committee, during the sessions of Congress, 
and in preparing a digest of the decisions of the 
committee since the organization of the Govern- 
ment. Mr. G. explained the great usefulness and 
importance of this digest, and spoke in a highly fa- 
vorable manner of the services of the clerk. Mr. 
G. then called for the reading of the report of the 
committee on this subject; which was done. 

Mr. SMITH then asked what was the compen- 
sation of this clerk. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was $1,500 per 
annum. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
resolution, by limiting the employment of the clerk 
to the present session. 
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Mr. COWEN observed that an inquiry hai been 
made whether this clerk bad been continued 1p the |} 


employment of the commitiee since the expiration 
of the last session. He would answer that ques- 
tion by saying, that he had been laboring very as- 
sidnously in the committee-room, during the reces-, 

J 


in making up its records, and in continuing the di- 

of the decisions of the committee, which he 
pad a long time been engaged in. He unders'ood 
and believed that he had not lost more than one or 
two days since the last session. He would farther 
say, thal, without the services rendered by him in. 
the recess, the committee would not have been 
able to commence their labors as early as they did 
at this session. P : 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked if the services 

rformed during the recess were not services that 
hed heretofore been performed by the regular clerks 
in the Clerk’s office. Mr. J. also said that a reso- 
jution was passed at the last session limiting the em- 
ployment of this clerk to that session only. 

Mr. COWEN was understood to say that the 
resolution was so amended, but that it was not 
finally acted on. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia observed that it seem- 
ed extraordinary to him why it should be necessary 
for this committee to employ aclerk dufiag the 
recess. The committee met but three times a week, 
and it appeared to him that the clerk could carry 
on the business of the committee, and perform the 
ether services spoken of during the times the com- 
mittee were not in session. The clerk had six 
days in the week to work in, and yet it seemed that 
he could not keep up his records, but must have 
the recess to do itin. Mr. S. further observed, 
that some of the most important committees of the 
House had no clerk allowed them, and were com- 
pel'ed to attend to their own clerical daties. There 
was the Committee of Revolutionary Claims, for 
instance, of which he was a member, who had noe 
inconsiderable amount of corre»pondence and other 
writing to attend to without having a clerk to as- 
sist them. He thought the ameadment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee ought to be adop’ed. 

Mr. EVERETT was in favor of the resolution; 
because, having the fullest confidence in the com- 
mittee, he was ready to believe, from their report 
on the subject, that the services of this clerk were 
highly important and necessary. Mr. E. also 
spoke very favorably of the efficiency of the clerk, 
and the regularity of his attention to his duties. 

The question was then taken on Mr. C. Joun- 
son’s amendment; and it was adopted—ayes 133, 
noes 63, 

The question recurring on the resolution as 
amended, 

Mr. HOPKINS inguired whether it was intend- 
ed to provide compensation for the services of this 
clerk during the fecess? Now, at the last session a 
resolution was passed, limiting his services tq that 
session; and if it was now intended, in the face of 
that resolution, to pay him for the recess, he would 
vote against it. 

Mr. COWEN observed, that the services render- 
ed were important and indispensable; and the clerk, 
with the exception of one or two days, had been 
regularly employed. The Government had had 
the benefit of his services, and he ought to be paid 
for them; and, the simple question now was, wheth- 
er the Government should take the services of this 
individual without paying him for them. 

Mr. HOPKINS desired to know of the gentle- 
man from Ohio whether the House, at the last ses- 
sion, did not, by a solemn vote, limit the services 
of this clerk to that session? 

Mr. COWEN presumed that it was so. But he 
Would observe, that the clerk himself knowing how 
hecessary and indispensable the continuation of his 
work was, of his own motion went into the com- 
mittee-room and continued his labors, relying on 
the justice of Congress to pay him. 

Mr. HOPKINS then observed that the question 
Was not, as stated by the gentleman from Ohio, 
whether the House would take the services of this 
clerk for nothing; but the true question was, whether 

decision ef the House that his services in 
Tecess Were not wanted, should stand; and 
whether he should be permitted, of his own motion, 
'o thrast himself into their commitiee-room, and 


peilorm services which they had solemnly declared 
should not be rendered. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to amend the resolution, 
by striking out the word “continue” and insert the 
word “employ;” the effect of which was to prevent 
his being continued during the recess. The House 
at the last session (Mr. T. said) passed a resola- 
tion limiting bis employment to that session; not- 
withstanding which, he, of bis own motion, went 
into the committee-room, and performed services 
which the House declared were not necessary, and 
now came forward and asked to be paid for it. If 
the House should now pay him for working on his 
own authority during the last recess, it would be 
setting a precedent under which he would have 
nothing more to do bat to set the present resolution 
at defiance, go into the committee-room again in 
the next recess, and at the next session again 
demand pay for it. It would have been far betier 
(Mr. T. said) to have adopted a resolution origi- 
nally paying him for his services in the recess, and 
continuing him in regular employment, than to 
permit the solemn decision of the House to be 
thus set aside. Mr. T. concluded by calling for 
the yeas and nays on the question; which were ac- ‘ 
cordingly ordered, 

Mr. COWEN offered a few remarks in expla- 
nation, previous to the taking of the question, and 
expressed the hope that the House would not di 
regard all former precedents on the subject, and 
take the services of this clerk for nothing. 

The House rejected the amendment—ayes 98, 
noes 101. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the resolution, and it was adopted. 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


The CHAIR announced the first business in 
order to be the bill to repeal the bankrupt law, 
with the motion of the gentleman from New York 
{[Mr. Barnarp] to commit the bill to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and the motion of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [C. J. Incersc it] to in- 
struct the committee to report a bill excluding 
vvluntary applicants, and banks owned by States, 
and including such corporations not owned by 
States as issue notes of circulation. The pending 
question was a motion for the previous question 
made by Mr. PickEns. 

Mr. CUSHING appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the call, in order to enable him to offer a 
proposition. 

After some conversation backwards and for- 
wards, 

Mr. PICKENS assented, on condition that the 
motion should be renewed. 

Mr. CUSHING then said that the effect of the 
previous question would be cut off all amendments 
and instructions, and bring up the question —— 
the engrossment of the bill as it now stood. hat 
he proposed was, that the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Barwarp] should withdraw his motion 
tocommit the bill, in consequence of which the 
instructions would fall to the ground, and he (Mr. 
C.) be enabled to tender an amendment to the con- 
sideration of the House. He weuld send his 
amendment to the Chair, that it might be read for 
information. “The amendment was then read by 
the Clerk, as follows; so that, instead of taking ef- 
fect on the 5th December, 1842, it shall read: 

@ “That this act shall not affect any case or proceeding ir 
bankruptcy commenced before the passage of this act; or any 
pains, penalties, or forfeitures incurred under the said act; but 


every such proceeding may be continued to its final consumma- 
tion, in like manner as if act,had not been passed.’’ 


Mr. BARNARD said he would consent to with- 
draw his motion to commit, on one condition; and 
that was, that he be permi'ted to offer a substitute 
for the bill as it now stoed. He would send his 
substitute to the Chair, to be read for information: 


Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the act entitled “An act 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States,” approved on the 19th day of August, 1841, as 
authorizes any person owing debts to apply, es, for the 
benefit of said act, together with all the parts of such act which 
are applicable solely to the mode of obtaining the benefit of 
the provisions of such act in behalf of debtors, by the volun- 
tary petition of such debtors, without the concurfence or aid 
of oe creditors be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Pro- 

That this act shall not affect any case or proceeding in 
bankruptcy already commenced, or which shall be commenced 
before the 4th day of March next, or any pains, penalties, or 
forfeitures prescribed in and incurred, or which shall be in- 
curred, under said act. 


He proposed this, hoping that it might prove 
acceptable to the gentleman from Massachuset's, 
(Mr. Cusutna,] in lieu of his own. 

Mr. CUSHING was unwilling to accept cf the 
amendment, because it went beyond the object 
which he desired to attain. His object was to 
perfect the bill, without going beyond it. 

Mr. BARNARD. If my proposition be ad- 
mitied, it will include that of. the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. CUSHING. Yes, and something more. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected tw the pro- 
ceedings, as out of order. 

Mr. CUSHING again appealed to the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Barnarp,} to with- 
draw the motion to commit. 

Mr. BARNARD here declined. 

Mr. CUSHING, in accordance with the pledge 
he had given, moved the previous question. 

Tellers (Messrs. Hopxixs and Linn} were ap- 
pointed, who reported—ayes 60, noes 94. 

So the House refused to sustain the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER then announced the question 
to be on the motion of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD wished t make one or 
two observations. When the bankrupt bill was 
under consideration, and before it was passed, he 
talked to the House by the hour against it; and he 
proposed some twenty or thirty amendments, bat 
ho attention was paid to them. The bill was 
passed hastily, and without due consideration; and 
the effect was seen in these propositions te repeal 
it. The House was now proceeding with the 
same haste to repeal, as they proceeded to pass the 
bill; and he wished to make a few suggestions, and 
to ask the Hoase to deliberate on @ measure which 
was to affect so many interests in the country. If 
they repealed this law, withoat qualification or re- 
striction, they would affect a class of vested 
interests which he considered good faith would 
not allow them to touch. And what were 
they? “They were interests of this kind: In all 
cases of involuntary bankruptey, where credit- 
ors were proceeding against their debtors, they 
bad the right,if an act of bankruptey hed been 
commitied, to have the debtors declared bank- 
vupts, and their property distributed pro rata ac- 
cording to their debts; to set aside all fraudulent 
conveyances which had been executed within sixty 
days before the application; and to disregard all 
preferences which the bankrupts might have made. 
Bat, by this hasty legislation, they would do away 
with all these rights. He could illustrate his mean- 
ing by citing his own case. He had had to proceed 
against an individual, ‘o compel him into bank- 
ruptcy, to cause a distribution of his assets; the 
case was afterwards settled by compromise, and 
therefore, as it was now at an end, he had 
no personal interest; but he doubted not thefe 
were hundreds of similar cases existing, and they 
were now, by hasty proceedings, about to nullify 
the whole that had been done. There was, how- 
ever, a proposition made, by way of proviso and 
salvo, to this effect: that the repealing act shail not 
take effectexcept from its passage; or the 5th day of 
December, as it now stood; or from the ist of July, 
as was proposed by the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Banwarnp.] And what was the object of a 
provision of that sort? He wouldtell the House, 
and he would show its injustice to the commanity. 
That proceeding was, to allow all those who had 
not already done so, to cut their legal obligations 
to their creditors. Why was the act to be repeal- 
ed? It was,as gentlemen said; in obedience to 
public sentiment. What did public sentiment 
demand? That they should not touch the legal 
obligation of contracts; and, in pursuance of that 
sentiment, it was proposed to repeal this law. But, 
in the proviso, they said they would allow time to 
cut as many legal obligations as possible. And 
what was their plea for that? Why, it had beer 
said, because they had done it in respect to some, 
they should therefore do it in respect to others. 
Their having done it in respeet to some, was made 
thepretext for doing it towards all: and that was 
their respect for public sentiment! and that was the 
way they proposed to do for the peopie what it. waa 
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said the people required to be done;—that is, the 
people required at their hands that the obligation 
of contracts should not be violated; and they pro- 
posed to comply with that demand, by allowing 
time for their violation. If they. bad done what 
was wrong by the passage of the act in respect to 
contracts heretofore existing, the sooner they made 
reparation the better; therefore, they onght to have 
no proviso of that sort. 

When he rose, he did not intend to make a 
long speech, and therefore he should now merely 
say that he should make no proposition to amend; 
but he should give such a vole as would tend 
towards carrying out the principles he had always 
held. When the bankrupt act was passed, he 
told Congress that he was in favor of a nee 
law, but not such a bankrupt law as this. e 
was in favor of a bankrupt law now, and he ex- 
pected to die in favor of one. He knew the value 
of a bankrupt law, by experience. He never was 
sued for any debt contracted on his own account, 
in his life; but he bad bad a vast number of writs 
for debts of other people. He had been made 
bankrupt to the amount of a hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and he had had to surrender even the books of 
his office to pay other people's debts. Fortunately 
for him, he had got clear of the whole of it. The 
principle of bankruptcy which they ought to sanc- 
tion was to relieve aman from debts incurred by 
calamity, and not by imprudence; but in the pas- 
sage of this bankrupt law, they had failed to make 
that distinction; they had undertaken to relieve 
everybody from his debts created by imprudence, 
or from the consequences of his frauds, by means 
of which debts might have been contracted; and it 
was against a principle of that extent that so- 
ciety had risen up as with the voice of one man. 
Wo man in his section of the country had ever said 
that in a case of calamity or misfortone—for 
Heaven, by tempest, or by flood destroys a man’s 
property—a man should not be relieved. 

He (Mr. Unpexwoop) protested against their 
mortgaging the faculties of a man under such cir- 
cumstances, or, Shylock-like, claiming that his 
flesh should be meted out: yet there were many 
who, by their extravagance or imprudence, had got 
into debt; and to relieve them by this bankrupt 
law, was to permit them to{go into the community, 
and do the same thing again. Now, he (Mr. U.) 
would vote for the bill of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Barnanp,] if he would reduce the time 
for voluntary bankrapicies. 


Mr. BARNARD agreed to amend his proposi- 
tion, by changing the day from the Ist July to the 
ist April. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD would then consider that 
alteration as made in the gentleman's proposition. 

Mr. BARNARD, after conversation with sev- 
eral gentlemen, again changed the day, from the 
ist of April to the 4th of March. 

Mr. BLACK inquired if it was in order to 
move to lay that amendment on the table. 

Mr. BARNARD withdrew his motion to com- 
mit the bill to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BLACK said, when the proper time came, 
he would move to lay the gentleman’s amendment 
on the table. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL obtained permission 
from the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Unper- 
woop,] (who still kept possession of the floer,) to 
move to amend the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Barwarp,] by the addition 
of the words, “and to include banks.” 

Aftera few words from Mr. CUSHING on a 
point of form and order, 

Mr. EVERETT intimated his willingness to 
amend bis original bil!, by substituting the 25:h 
for the 5th of December, as the day fixed by the 
proviso as the limit for the application in bank- 
rup'ey. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then resumed. He had 
but very little to say; buthe wanted the amend- 
ments presented, which would exhibit the whole sub. 
ject in the aspect which he had pointed out First, he 
wanied a proposition made from some part of the 
House for the repeal of the bill heretofore passed, 
80 far as related to applications for volantaty ban’ 
ruptcy, without proviso or qualification. He then 
wanted a motion made, in come shape or other, by 
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gentlemen who had been acting on this subject, to 
retain so much of the bill as allows of compulsory 
bankruptcy, and the distribution of the property of 
the bankrupt among his creditors, according toftheir 
respective debts, pro rata. For the reasons which 
be had already advanced, he thought it would be 
proper to repeal the voluntary principle of the 
bankrupt law, and to retain the involuntary part 
of it. That was the proposition of the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Barwarp,] except that he 
proposed to permit voluntary bankrupeies, first un‘il 
the Ist July, then ontil the Ist April; and as the 
proposition now stood, until the 4th day of March. 
Now that was the very thing which the people had 
condemned; and be (Mr. U.) wished to get clear 
of that part of the proviso; and he would move, if 
it were in order, to strike out so much of the gen- 
tleman’s amendment as proposed to extend the 
time until the 4th of March for voluntary bank- 
rupts to file their petitions. 

The SPEAKER said such a motion was not then 
in order. 


~.. Mr. CUSHING submitted, asa point of order, 


that the amendment which had been proposed by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. C. J. In- 
GERSOLL] was not in order without the consent of 
the House; which had not been given. He then 
went on to state the natare of the proposition 
which he desired to make—which was, in effect, to 
substitute the time of the passage of this act for 
the days which had been proposed. Various prop- 
ositions and observations were made by several 
gentlemen. 

Mr. HOPKINS then rose, and said, if the peo- 
ple of this country had decided anything in relation 
to this question, they had decided thet the bankrupt 
law should be repealed; and he should regard any 
proposition to clog it with exceptions, or provisoes, 
as calculated to disappoint, rather than to promote, 
the public expectation. What he desired was a 
direct vote of this House upon the immediate and 
unqualified repeal of the law. He believed that 
was what it was expecied, on the part of the peo- 
ple, that they would do; and he called upon the 
friends of repeal there to disregard all these excep- 
tions aad provisoes, and to consent to take nothing 
until they got a vote on the unqualified repeal of 
the law. For himself, he should vote against every 
amendment which contained such a proposition as 
was incorporated in that offered by the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Barnarp,] or the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusainc ] He would 
not say how he would vote on the bill of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont, [Mr. Everert.] He went 
for the repeal of the law—for an instant repeal of 
the law, and the unqualified repeal of the law; and 
he called upon those who were looked to here to 
execute the public judgment, with regard to this 
law, to be cautious how they voted on these vari- 
ous propositions. 

It was in the power of the majority (which he 
doubted not might be found there in favor of repeal) 
to bring the House io a direct vote on the question 
of repeal, iastead of on those propositions, some 
of which would make repeal of no utility. The 
proposition which designed to continue volun- 
tary barkruptcies until the 4th of March, gave 
notice to every debtor to come and be discharceed 
from his liabilities, andthen there would be nothing 
to remedy; for the whole mischief would be done. 
If, however, they came up to an unqualified repeal 
of the law, they might prevent much cf the mis- 
chief that would result from its operation. He 
(Mr. Hopkins) had seen nothing in the indications 
of public sentiment about a qualified repeal; be 
had seen nothing about voluntary or involuntary 
bankruptcy. On the contrary, the people had 
called on their Representatives to repeal the law; 
and,in bis judgment, they would disappoint the 
people if they accepted any of these various prop- 
ositions to amend. He was satisfied there was a 
majority on that floor for repeal—unqualified re- 
peal; and he called upon them to stand by the 
bill in that shape; if not, they would repeal bot in 
name. The gentleman from Kentocky [Mr. Un- 
DERWwoon] bad spoken of a repeal which wenld 
interfere with vested interests; but, in his (Mr. H.'s) 
jucgment, it was not repeal which interfered with 
vested iptercst:: it was the passage of the law 









which interfered with vested interests; and iq. 
paired the obligation of contracts. He repeated 
that, unless the bill should be pasved so as to se. 
cure an unqualified repeal of the bankrupt law, as 
at present advised he should vote egainst ey 
proposition; for no other would meet the expecia. 
tions of the country. 

Mr. BRIGGS was understood to move the com. 
mitial of the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON submitted, as an amena. 
ment, a simple propositiun for the repeal of the 
bankrupt law; and he was afterwards understood 
to say that he would consent to the committal to the 
Judiciary Committee, but with instructions to re. 
porta bill for the frepeal of the bankrupt law to. 
morrow at two o'clock. This (be said) would 
bring the House to the question whether there 
should or should not be a repeal. 

Mr. WISE said he had been sitting there 
watching the Protean shapes given to the bill, un. 
til he was tired. If they intended to repeal that law, 
now was the accepted time. The Honse conid 
come to the question of -repeal, if they chose, at 
once, by voling down the motions to commit, and 
the motion to instruct; and then, by refusing to 
entertain the previous question, make it a bill to- 
operate*from the time of its passage, and not from 
the 5h of December, or any other specified day. 
That was all that was wanted; and that could be 
done to-day, justas well as it could be done if it 
were referred to a committee. 

He (Mr. Wise) had said nothing about this 
bankrupt bill, except once; and that was when the 
potent argument was advanced to the House and 
the country, that there were 500,000 bankrup: 
voters in the United States ready to avail them- 
selves of its advantages. 


This power it was (and a political power, too) 
that was urged at the time of the passage of the 
bankrupt bill, by which it was hicked through in 
such hot haste. He warned gentlemen, however, 
(and it was all he had ever said oa this subject,) 
hat if there were 500,000 bankrupts in the coun- 
ry, there were at least 500,000 creditors also. 
Their condition, too, was changed. The debtors 
being released—gentlemen no longer having the 
debtor power to press, now pressed the creditor 
power. When they thonght the bankrupt law was 
popular, they passed it; but now they think its re- 
peal is popular, they press the repeal. Though 
he could see mischiefs growing out of the repeal of 
this law, still he thought that it ought to be repeal- 
ed. He believed that this bankrupt law had pro- 
duced one-half the distress of the country, by de- 
stroying confidence, and inducing creditors to put 
the screws on their debtors. At the moment that 
the Legislature stepped forward to interfere be- 
tween the debtors and the creditors, the latter were 
stimulated to commence suits for the recovery of 
their debts. Mr. W. strongly opposed the including 
of banks and corporations in the provisions of the 


bankrapt law, on the ground that the same evils 


would be produced by it.. The banks would be 
compelled to put additional screws on their debtors; 
and he hoped there wes no one who would be 
willing to see the people depressed further than they 
already were. The best thing that could now be 
done would be, to repeal this law, for the purpose 
of restoring confidence, and enabling creditors, with 
more safety, to indulge their d- btors. 

Mr. CHAS. BROWN said he rose upon the 
impulse of the moment, to enter his protest against 
the assumptions of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Wise] who had just taken his seat, in rela- 
tion to the effects epon the people of Virginia, 
all the other States of the Union, that would follow 
the adoption of the amendment proposed by his 
colleagne, [Mr. Incersout,] to embrace all “banks” 
within the involoniary provisions of the bankrapt 
law. Ithad been, and now was, the desperate 
struggles of involved and insolvent banks. to col- 
leet their debts, thathad ground the people to death. 
The fear of protests and bank disgrace compelled 
mary to sacrifice their property,to keep up theif 
credit in bank. The banks sacrifice nothing, bot 
compel their debtors to sacrifice their property (0 
redeem the bank’s notes: thus do they go vy beara 
pelling the payment of ten, twenty, or fifty per 
cent. every sixty days; and that it was that 
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ese 


pad spread such ruin and distress through many 
of the country, and would continue to be the 
er as long as the involved or insolvent banks 
were suffered to exist. Let but these banks be 
foreed te stop banking—to stop discounting in- 
dividual notes, and issuing their own, and 
their debtors would feel immediate relief. The 
banks would no longer have any inducement to 
o their debtors, but would collect their debts 
without oppressing them; and if the Virginia banks 
could be thus stopped now, the people of Virginia 
would soon breathe freely. In a single day, or 
month, they would feel themselves relieved as 
from an incubus; and their prosperity would be 
soon restored. Mr. B. said he knew what he 
stated to be true. He was not theorizing, but giv- 
ing to the House and to the gentleman from Virginia 
the results of experience. In the city of Philadel- 
ia, while its dozen of banks pursued the course 
now being pursued by the Virginia banks, all was 
distress, and difficulty, and oppression; but the very 
pour that ofe-half of them closed their doors, 
(whieh they did nearly on the same day,) and 
three-fourths of its bank capital was thus forced into 
entire bankruptcy, and they obliged to stop banking, 
the people felt relief, and have been going on ever 
since increasing in prosperity. Money, instead of 
being scarce, has been increasing in quantity, and 
improving in quality. Property ceased to be sac- 
rificed to meet the. grinding requisitions of insol- 
yeot banks. Nor was this salutary influence felt 
at Philadelphia alone; but wherever the banks had 
been forced to pay specie or close, the same relief 
had been felt. Under the bankrupt law, the bad 
will be forced to close, and the good be relieved 
from the weight of the bad, and the community 
be relieved from the oppression of them all. The 
idea that there would be no money in circulation if 
the banks were closed, was an absurdity too palpa- 
ble to need contradiction. Such had been always 
feared, but had never been the consequence. 


One word as to the power of the General Gov- 
ernment to bring those State institutions under their 
bankrupt law, and he had done. Of that power I 
have not the least doubt. The sole or main object 
and intention of giving to the General Government 
the power to pass a general bankrupt law, was 
evidently to establish general rules and laws regu- 
lating and controlling the relations of debtor and 
creditor throughout the Union—to prevent any one 
State from throwing over the property of its citi- 
zens a shield against their creditors in another 
State. If, therefore, no State could protect the proper- 
ty of its citizens, as individuals, from the operation 
of a general bankrupt law; how could it, or why 
ought it to have the power to shield the property of 
its corporate bodies from the same liabilities 
that its citizens are under? What were banks or 
corporations? Were they not merely “artificial per- 
sons’—usvally a number of individuals invested 
with power to bear a single name, with the same 
powers as individuals pursuing the same business? 
Thus a bank corporation had the same power as a 
single banker—a manufacturing corporation as a 
single manefacturer—a mining corporation as a 
single miner. If, then,the general bankrupt law over- 
rode the State Jaws so far as it affected the proper- 
ly of each individual as a private banker, manu- 
factarer, or miner, why should it not override State 
laws as to the property of the same individuals, as 
corporate bankers, manufactarers, and miners? 

ese debtors and creditors were all alike, and the 
same general laws ought to regulate and control 
them. He could not see what principle of State 
rights would-be impaired; and telieving that 
a great good would be done, he would go 
heartily for bringing all banks and corpora- 
tions under the involatary provisions of the bank- 
rapt law; and would assure his friend from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Wisx] that the people of Virginia and 
the whole country would, insiead of being “screwed 
down” further, as he asserted, find the screws im- 
mediately loosened, and themselves free and pros- 
Perous, If banks were not so brought within the 
Province of the law, he should vote for its repeal; 
believing, as he did, that its continuance would do 
more evi than good. Evil it had worked, and no 
to some extent, would continue to werk; but 
was confident that the immense amount of good 
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that would be done to the whole country by a general 
strangulation of all the note issuing insolvent 
banks, and a consequent purification of the cur- 
reney, would more—far more—than compensate for 
allor any of the evils ef a continuance of the 
bankrupt law upon individuals. 

Mr. ARNOLD wished to say a few words be- 
fore the question was taken. The House had long 
presented a strange spectacle to the country, by 
undoing at one session what was solemnly done 
at another; acting under the impulses of patriotism 
and love fer the people. The Democracy, too, 
presented an extraordinary spectacle. They, as 
friends of the people, were demanding the repeal 
of the law, and especially that part applying to the 
poor debtor. This was the tune of modern De- 
mocracy—the subterranean Democracy—that the 
act went too far in its provisions for the benefit of 
the poor! Whilst making these remarks on the 
Democratic party, he could not refrain from ex- 
pressing his dissent from many acts of the Whig 
party. He thought they were too soon tired of 
well-doing, and too soon yielding to the one-man 
power at the other end of the avenue. He thought 
they should leave the undoing of their own meas- 
ures to another Congress, when, al! conceded, the 
Democracy would have a large majority. Let the 
Democracy and John Tyler carry on the Govern- 
ment for two years. 

As for the bankrupt law, he regarded it as the 
best measure which had been passed by the Whigs. 
Its evil had been accomplished, and, should it be 
allowed to remain in force, he predicted that, in 
five years, it would be the most popular law in the 
country. Hecommented on the coalition which 
he said had been formed between the Locofocos 
and a portion of those claiming to have belonged 
to the Whig party, by which defeat had been 
brought upon the Whig cause. There seemed to 
be en especial desire on the part of this coalition to 
have the bankrupt law repealed, and to set them- 
selves up as the enemies of debt. 

He commented on the fact that many Democrats 
in New York, particular friends of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, were against the repeal of thislaw. Indeed, 
he had the best reason to believe that Mr. Van Bu- 
ren himself was in favor of the present bankrupt 
law. A large number of the Democracy of New 
York had petitioned against the repeal of the Jaw. 
In 1827, Mr. Van Buren had advocated a bank- 
rupt act in the Senate; and now every mountebank 
in the country was setting himself up to know more 
about it than Mr. Van Buren. 

Mr. A. then went into the subject at large, and 
spoke until the expiration of his hour, treating the 
subject in its personal, political, and commercial 
aspects. 

After he had concluded, 

Mr. SALTONSTALL obtained the floor, and 
moved an adjournment; which was carried. 


IN SENATE, 


Tuurspay, DecemBer 22, 1842. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented amemorial from 
Mary R-eside, the widow of Jas. Reeside, deceased, 
who wasa mail contractor with the Government, 
praying that Congress might pass a law, appropri- 
ating the amount of the verdict obtained by her de- 
ceased husband in the Supreme Court of the Uai- 
ted States, agains: the United States, for the sum of 
$188,496 06, a large portion of which verdict was 
for money actually borrowed on his orders, and a 
mortgage on his property, to aid the Pest Office 
Department. The memorialist s'ates that the mort- 
gaged property is threatened to be sold, to satisfy 
the morigage. Mr. B. moved, as this presented a 
legal question, that the memorial, and the memo- 
rial of James Reeside, deceased, now on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Judiciary Committee: 
agreed to, 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from 
the assistant messengers in the Post Office Depart- 
ment, praying an increase of their compensation: 
referred to the Committee on Finance, 

Also, presented a petition from Danie] Currier, 
for a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. CONRAD, it was ordered that 
the memorial of Juan Quarro, for property taken 





from him in 1841, be taken from the files of the 
Senate, and referred te the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, reported back, without amend- 
ment, the bill to prov.de for ascertaining and dis- 
posing of the lead-mineral lands in the States of 
Iilinois and Arkansas, and the Territories of Wis- 
consin and Iowa. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
the Library, reported back to the Senate, without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it do 
pass, the joint resolution for the distribution of the 
catalogues of the Library of Congress. 

Mr. McROBERTS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed to 
inquire into the expeciency of making an appropriation to 
remove the obstructions to navigation at the Des Moines rapids, 


in the Mississippi river. 

The resoiation was considered by unanimous 
consent, and adopted. 

Mr. McROBERTS said he had a petition to pre- 
sent from citizens of lowa Territory upon the same 
subject, and which he should ask to have referred 
to the same commitiee. 

In explanation of the resolntfon and petition, he 
said the rapids referred to had been, and continued 
to be, an obstruction to the commerce upon the 
Mississippi, between St. Louis and the northern part 
of Illinois and the Territories of Wisconsin and 
Iowa. The rapid is impassable, at least without 
great delay and danger, at low stages of water. 
For the last few years, the impediment to the navi- 
gation of that noble river had been more sensibly 
felt, from the great increase of population and com- 
merece upon the Upper Mississippi. The whole 
commerce of lowa, and most of that of Wiskonsin 
and the northern part of the State he represented, 
so far as depended upon water commanication, 
had to pass these rapids. Looking, jhen, to the 
growth and resources of the immense territory 
north of the rapids, no one could mistake the im- 
portance and nececsily of this improvement. He 
believed that no part of the Mississippi valley had 
surpassed, if it had ever equalled it, in the same 
period of time, in population and improvement. 
During the fail season, when emigration was pour- 
ing in most numerously, the delay, and expense, 
and loss of property were greatest at these rapids. 
No stronger appeal could be presented than the ex- 
isting state of things, to the justice of the Govern- 
ment to appropriate means to remove the obstruc- 
tion complained of in this petition. 

Mr. B. said that the great MINERAL REGION lies 
north of these rapids. In lead, and possibly in 
copper, the territory referred to was the richest up- 
on the face of the globe. The whole people of 
the country were interesicd in protecting this inter- 
est. In 1839, the amount of lead which descended 
over these rapids, the products of the upper mines, 
was twenty six millions of pounds; in 1840, twen- 
ty-five millions ; and for the first eleven menths of 

1841, twenty-seven million six hundred and fifty 
thousand pounds. At ordinary prices, the net pro- 
ceeds would amountto more than a million of dol- 
lars per year. This lead finds its way to the East- 
ern Cities, and supplies the demand for the article 
in all the various purposes to which it was applied. 
The opening of these mines has supplied the home 
market, and prevented importations from abroad. 
From 1821 to 1838, inclusive—a period of eighteen 
years—we imported bat 2,625,133 pounds; while 
we have exported more than that amount to China 
alone ina single year. In 1840 we imported about 
half a million, and exported twice that amount. 

Bat, sir, (said Mr. McR.,) independent of these 
considerations, the highest dictates of national duty 
require that the appropriation should be made. 
That river, and the part of it which inciudes the 
Obstruction referred to, was the channel to naviga: 
tion for two Territories, and no inconsiderable por- 
tion of one of the Stats, The subject, therefore, 
assnmed an importance that made the work one 
of national concern. They were yearly appro- 

priating millions for the improvement of har- 
bors, rivers, inlets, and other works to protect the 
commerce upon the sea-board; and he claimed the 
same measure of justice for the people of the Mis- 
sissippi valley. 

The petition from the citizens of Iowa was then 
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presenied, and, upon his motion, was referred to | 


the Commitice on Commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK, agreeably to notice; and on 
leave, introduced a bill to repeal ceriain portions 
of the act of Congress, approved August Ist, 1842, 
entitled “An act establishing certain post offices 
and post rcu/es.” which was read. 

Mr. MERRICK desired that the bill might be 
read a second time and disposed of, without being 
referred to the committer; as it was merely to cor- 
rect the error which was made in engrossing the 
bill of August last, and which had been spoken of 


. yesterday; which error was the cause of continuing 


the post office at the high school in Fairfax county, 
afew miles from Alexandria, when Congress ac- 
tually, by a formal vo‘e, stiuck from the bill sych 
office. 

The bill was read a second time, considered as 
in committee of the whole, reported to the Senate, 
and, being engrossed according to order, was read 
the third time and passed. 


Mr. BENTON said he took pleasure in present- 
ing t0the Senate the credentials of his colleague, 
Lewis F. Live, who was elected by the Legisla- 
ture of Missouri a Senator from that State for six 
years from the 4th of March next; which Mr. B, 
moved to have placed on the files of the Senate, as 
the oath of office would not be administered until 
after the expiration of this Congress. 


Mr. FULTON presented the credentials of his 
colleague, Amprose H. Sevier, who was elecied 
by the Legisiawre of Arkansas a Senator from that 
State for six years (rom and after the 4+b of March, 
1843. Mr. F., in presenting the credentials, re- 
marked that a misstatement had gone abroad as to 
the term for which his colleague was elected. That 
some of the papers had published that be was 
elected from the 4'h of March, 1845, instead of the 
4th of March, 1843. He wished this error in the 


public min? corrected. The credentials were or- . 


dered to be placed on the files, 

Mr. BARROW submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies for the present on the table, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
struct@l to inquire into the expediency of granting to the State 
of Louisiana every alternate section of the public lands in the 
limite of that State, which have been returned as not worth the 
cost of survey; and each alternate section of such lands as are 
subject to inundation by the overflowing of the Miasissippi 
river, on the condition that the said State construct levees, by 
meane of which said lands shall be effectually protected, there- 
after, from inundation: And previded, That the proceeds of 
the sales of lands reclaimed by means of suchlevees, shall 
be exclusively appropriated by the State of Louisiana to the 
making of roads and the improving of rivers and bayous within 
ita limits. 

Mr. WOODBURY said a bill had been introduced, 
and approved by the Committee on Commerce, to 
allow a drawback on goods exported in original 
packages by way of the Northwest. He had 
wished \uat the bill might be made general in its 
provisions; and he threw out some suggestions to the 
Committee on Commerce, a few days ago, when 
the bill alluded to was referred to it, with the hope 
that they mig't consider it just and proper to make 
the bill ageneral one. He also stated on that oc- 
casion, that if they did not do sc, he woul! feel it 
his duty to move an amendment to the bill when 
it was taken up for consideration. He had de- 
termined, however, not to embarrass action on 
that bill, and would move the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing a drawback on for- 
eigu merchandise exported in original packages, as well by sea 
as over Jand, 

The resolution was adopted, 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Wrianrt on yesterday, was taken up, and, being 
explained by the mover, was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment be mnstruct- 
ed to inquire and regort to the Senate the number of clerks of 
committees who have been appointed and paid out of the con. 
tingent fund Of the Senate, during the last and present Con- 
gress; the amount so paid to such clerke,and the rate of compen- 
sation; and whether any, and what, other mode can, in the opin- 
ion of the committee, be adopted, by which a more general, 
and equal, and effectual aid to all the committees of the Senate 


may be secured in a more reasonable form, and on more eco- 
nomical rerms, 


The resolution by Mr. Attmn, to rescind the 40:h 


rule of the Senate, concerning the business in se- 
cret session, came up in order; but was, on the mo- 


tion of the mover, postponed till the 24 Monday in 
January next, and made the order for that day. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, 300 copies ad- 
ditional of the report of thecoast survey were order- 
ed to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

THE OREGON TERRITORY. 

The resolution introduced on yesterday by Mr. 
Linw, came upin order, and was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the Sen- 
ate of the nature and extent of the “informal communications’’ 
which took place between the American Secretary of State 
and the British special minister, during the late negotiation in 
Washingtion city, on the ‘subject of the claim of the United 
States and Great Britain to the territory west of the Rocky 
Mountains;”’ and aled to inform the Senate what were the rea- 
sons which prevented “any agreement on the subject at pres- 
ent,” and which made it “inexpedient to include that subject 
among the subjects of formal negotiation.” 

Mr. ARCHER suggested to the Senator from 
Missouni, that, inasmuch as it might be inconsist- 
ent with the public interests that this information 
should be communicated at this time, it would be 
better to amend the resolution by inserting the 
words ‘‘if pot inconsistent with the public inter- 
est.” His own opinion was, that the honorable 
Senator would be nearerto the accomplishment of 
his purpose by not pressing the passage of ihe reso- 
lution at this time. 

Mr. LINN said he considered the suggestion of 
the honorable Senator exceedingly reasonable. The 
reason why he had introduced the resolution was, 
that they might have some information regarding 
the condition of the Oregon territory. The nego- 
tiations upen that subject bad slept for the last 
twelve or fourteen years. It appeared that some 
correspondence had taken place, informally, be- 
tween the Secretary of State and Lord Ashburton; 
and he felt great anxiety that something positive 
shou!d be known regarding the course which had 
been pursued in reference to this subject. Many 
of our citizens were now going to that Ter- 
ritory, and they were desirous of knowing 
in what position they were likely to be 
placed. Toe claim of the British Government 
appeared to be insome degree sirengihened by lapse 
of time; and the public feeling in many of the 
Siates throvghout the valley of the Mississippi gen- 
erally, and, indeed, throughout the whele United 
States, demanded that some definite action should 
take place. We want to know what the British 
Governnent are disposed to tolerate us ihe posses- 
sion of. That seemed to be the nature of the case; 
not what we are disposed to assert our right to and 
to claim, but what they will allow us the pessession 
of. He was of cpinion that the resolution would 
do very wellas it was; if, however, the geptleman 
from Virginia was desirous that it should be modi- 
fied in accordance with the suggestion he bad made, 
he (Mr. Lisn) had not the least objection. 

Mr. ARCHER observed, that if the resolution 
was to pass atall, it should be with the usval mod- 
ification; but the resolution seemed to have been 
brought forward under a misapprehension of the 
fact—under the supposition that afl negotiations 
upon the subject had been totally laid aside. If this 
were the ground upon which it had been introduced, 
it was, as he (Mr. Arncuer) was advised, a mistaken 
supposition. The subject had not been /aid aside: 
it was still a pending subject of negotiation between 
the two Governments. And in this view of the 
subject, he would submit to the honorable Senator 
whether it was fit that they should make the inquiry 


_ at this time; or whether he would promote bis ob- 


ject by pressing the matter now; and whether it 
would not be better, therefore, to permit the reso- 
lation to lie upon the table for the present. If his 
honorable friend, however, would accept the modi- 
fication which he had suggested, he would offer no 
opposition to its adoption. 

Mr. LINN assented, observing that he did not 
consider it at all material, as, if the furnishing of the 
informa'ion should be considered by the Executive 
as detrimental to the public interests, it. would be 
withheld in either case. 

Mr. KING said he was ercredingly desirous 
that an investigation of this subject should take 
place at an early day, and that the question shou'd 
be set atrest. It appeared'to him, however, that 
if negotiations were now actually pending, it would 
be utterly idle and nugatory to ask the Executive 
for any information upon this subject. His an- 


ng Te tn 
swer must necessarily be, that i does not compen 


with the public interest to make such communicg, 
tion. He (Mr. Kina) had had some eXPerience 
here; and he knew very well that calls of this kind 
frequently embarrass negouations. They were io, 
much in the habit of pushing things to publicity ,, 
so early a period, that the whole world were awar, 
of the precise position in which their negotiation, 
stood, and were enabled to avail themselves of hy 
knowledge to embarrass the negotiation, and coup. 
teract i's objects, 

Mr. BENTON sustained the resolution, and ep. 
fereed the arguments urged by his colleague [M; 
Linn] in favor of its immediate adoption. In th. 
course of his remarks, he dwelt particularly oq 
the fact, that, in the correspondence furnished jg 
the Senate relative to the late negotiation beiweey 
the British special minister and our Secretary of 
State, not one word is said about the propositions 
made by either party for an adjustment cf the 
claims to the Columbia river. The Presideny, 
message alluded to ‘informal communications,» 
but they are not found in the correspondence fy. 
nished to the Senate. The resolution makes two 
inquiries: one as to the “natare and extent of 
these informal communications;” and the other as 
to the “reasons which prevented any agreement on 
the subject at present,” and which made it “inexpe. 
dient to include the subject. among the subjects of 
formal negotiations.” 

There could be no reason for withholding the 
nature of the conference in those particulars, 
There is no necessity for State secrets in this 
country. Our right to the Columbia river, and ali 
the territory we claim in that region, is undoubted; 
and we assert it to the world. if Great Britain has 
aciaim, let it too be taken in hand, and spread 
before the world. The delay had been entirely 
to her advantage. When all the subjects of ne. 
gotiation were in our hands, we could have co. 
erced Great Britain to recognise our rights; but by 
postponing this subject, and settling others, we 
parted with the means of insisting on our rights, 
and strengthened her claim. If Great Britain hasa 
better claim, let her show it. There was nothing to 
be ashamed of in the maiter, if it was an honest 
claim. We made no secret of the nature of our 
claim. There should be none about the proposi- 
tions to put the question of right at rest. The 
correspondence and nature of the conference on 
other subjects, not included in the treaty, were 
made known; and why not all relating to this sub- 
ject of the Columbia river and Northwest territory} 
The resolution was not only proper, but necessary; 
and he hoped it would be adopted. If the cpposi- 
tion to it was persisted in, he should call for the 
yeas and nays. 


Mr. LINN said there was a particular point in- 
volved in the resolution, which, probably, his hon- 
orable friends were not acquainted with. It was 
founded upon certain informal conversations which 
took place between Mr. Gallatin and the British 
ministry, in London, respecting the intention of the 
British Government to district the territory of Ore: 
gon. The British had asserted their intention to 
insist upon the extension of their boundary to the 
forty-ninth parallel of latitude, and along that par 
allel to the Columbia—taking in the whole valley 
ot the Columbia. This will, of course, deter Uni- 
ted States citizens from settling north of the Co 
lambia river. He (Mr. Linn) desired that the 
country should know precisely the state of the case. 
He bad no desire to embarrass the Administratiov. 
If the President supposed the public interest would 
be jeoparded by the disclosure, he could, of course, 
say so; and that would be an answer to the resolt- 
tion. 

The question was then put on the resolution, and 
it was adopted. 


ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 


Mr. Benton’s resolution, offered yesterday, 
was taken up for consideration, and read as fol 
lows: 


Resolred, That the President of the United States bet 
—— i the Senate whether the late special minister 
rom Great Britain to the United States made any prepens 
informal} ‘or oiberwive, to the Saget tater on “os 

n tates, for the assumption or guaranty © 
sv the Government of ,the United Baten to the holders of 
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ht Mr. ARCHER observed that, with regard to the 
. subject of this resolution, he could furnish the 
~ epator from Missouri with as much information 
nd Migs he could obtain from the executive department. 
oo [aps advised, he could assure the Senator that no 
ition whatever, or even allusion to the sub- 
tat of the assumption of the State debts, bad been 
ns made in the course of the negotiation with this 
Government. After this answer, he submitted to 
the Senator from Missouri whether the resolution 
ought to be adopted by the Sena’e. 
Mr. BENTON was very much pleased with the 





















































: tion given by the Senator from Virginia; 
ne “ey would prefer baving it directly from the 
on Executive. He therefore should urge the adop- 
lo jion of the resolution. — : 
eh Mr. ARCHER said the answer he had given 
of was advisedly; and he understood from the depart- 
ons mentitself, that no other answer could be returned 
the Maeby the Execative. He did not think it right to pass 
nts gresolation calling upon the department for infor- 
3,0 pation already derived from it; be should therefore 
‘are ME vole against the adoption of the resolution. 
wo Mr. BENTON called for the yeas and nays; 
of Mevhich were ordered, and resulted in the affirma- 
ras tive—yeas 26, nays 12, as follows: 
Lon YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
pe: ‘alhoun, Crafts, Crittenden, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
: McRoberts,. Mangum, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
5 of Hudiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Williams, 
oodbridge, Woodbury, and Wright—26. 

NAYS--Messrs. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, Conrad 
the Evans, Graham, Huntington, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, and 
ars, Phelps—12. 
this rossed bill, entitled “An act authorizing the 
all yelinquishment of sixteenth sections granted for the 
ted; Buse of schools, and to enter other lands in lieu 
has pereof,” was read the third time, and passed. 
ead Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following 
‘ely MiP resolutions, which were adopted. 
be: Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
CO oJ to inquire into the expediency of creating, in the State of 
t by Kentucky, an agency for the purchase, and an establishment 

for the manufacture, of American water-rotted hemp, for the 
we use of the navy of the United States; and to inquire inte the ex- 
his, mediency of establishing a navy-yard at some suitable place on 
asa ye Ohio or Mississippi rivers. 
ra Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
made on the — instant, in relation to the manufacture of hemp, 
nest he referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
ce Mr. CRITTENDEN made some remarks, show- 
The (egiog that the cultivation and manufacture of hemp 
> On sa subject of great interest, not only to his con- 
mete stituents, but to the whole country; and appealed to 
sub- ihe committee to which the subject was referred, to 
cory) eve ita full investigation. 
aly; Mr. TALLMADGE presented several memo- 
Dos rials from the city of New York, against the repeal 
the of the bankrupt law; which were referred to the 
ommittee on the Judiciary. 

q Mr. MOREHEAD moved the printing of 500 

te opies extra of the report of the Secretary of the 

Hots BieNavy upon the subject of the cullivation and man- 

ick ufacture of hemp; which report, he said, contained 

i h much information valuable to the growers of that 

ticle. 

- Mr. CRITTENDEN suggested 1,500 copies; 

> hich suggestion was yielded to, and that number 
othe s ordered to be printed. 

: - Engrossed bill entitled ‘An act in relation to do- 

i ations of land to certain persons in Arkansas,” 

Tas as read the third time, and passed. 

Co- FINE ON GENERAL JACKSON. 

t the The bill introduced by Mr. Linn, to indemnify 
case. MieGeneral Jackson for the fine imposed on him at 
ation. ew Orleans while in the discharge of his official 
vould buty,came up for consideration, as in committee 
yarse, Hof the whole; and there being no motion to amend, 
solu- Hit was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. LINN suggested the propriety of immedi- 

1, and lely putting the bill upon its third reading; and, 
{ there was a disposition on the part of any Sena- 

. of to oppose it, the opposition could be made after 

nity (had received its third reading. 

8 fol Mr. CRITTENDEN saw no good reason for 
exempting this bill from the usual course of legis- 
vation; and moved its reference to the Committre 

‘inuer gmee the Judiciary. 

sition, motion led tof a very interesting and ani- 

colihe Himated debate, in which Messrs. CRITTENDEN, 

eno MENN, HUNTINGTON, BAYARD, BUCH- 


‘NAN, ALLEN, WRIGHT, and CONRAD 
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participated, to so late an hour that it was impos- 
sible to write it out for this evening's paper, even if 
there had been room for its admission. The bill 
was finally postpened till Tuesday next. 

Mr. CONRAD presented to the Senate a copy 
of the record of the trial of General Jackson at 
New Orleans, which was made ont thirty years 
ago, by the then clerk of the court. It was, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 

The civil and diplomatic bill was then read and 
referred to the Committee on Finance; after which, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tavrspay, December 22, 1842. 

Mr. THOS. J. CAMPBELL presented a peti- 
tion of 420 citizens of McMinn county, Tennes- 
see, praying a repeal of the bankrupt law: referred 
to the Committee on the Jadieiary. 

Mr. SHAW presented the petition of Benjamin 
Watson, of Newmarket, New Hampshire, praying 
fora pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL submitted the memorial 
of Mary Reeside, executrix of James Reeside, de- 
ceased. 

Mr. BREWSTER presented (under the rule) 
the petition of ship-owners, merchants, and traders, 
of Oswego, New York, asking that drawback may 
be allowed on goods exported from this country to 
Canada: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the report of a special committee of the 
Legislative Assembly of Canada, on the subject of 
a free trade with Great Britain in the agricultural 
productions of British North America, and of a 
protection to those productions from the competi- 
tion of foreigners in the colonial and home mar- 
kets, including the memorial of the colonial com- 
mittee and the despatch of Lord Stanly: referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY asked the House to take 
up a small bill from the Senate, to authorize the is- 
suing of a new register to, and to change the name 
of, the packet ship Westehester to that of the Atlan- 
tic, of New York. He said the vessel now lay in 
the port of New York, at a great expense, being 
unable to sail until this bill was passed. 

The bill was taken up, read three several times, 
and passed. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS presented the proceed- 
ings of the board of mayor and aldermen of the 
city of Memphis, Tennessee, on the subject of the 
establishment of a Western armory and naval de- 
pot and dock-yard at Memphis; together with the 
report of Colonel D. Morrison, civil engineer; the 

port of the committee appointed by the board 

c. &e. 

He then moved that it be printed. [It was a 
pamphlet of some 22 pages, with accompanying 
maps and profile.] 

Objections were made in various quarters. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the rules be sus- 

ended, to enable him to get in his motion; but the 
ouse refused its assent. 


THE GRNERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had been mach press- 
ed to urge upon the House the necessity of dispo- 
sing of the general appropriation bill. To-morrow 
and Saturday were set apart for the business on 
the private calendar, and at the other end of the 
avenue there was a great want of the money 
which this bill would appropriate; he therefore 
asked the House to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the bill entitled “A bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the half calendar year ending 
the 30th day of June, 1842” 

Mr. STANLY suggested to the gentleman from 
New York that it would be necessary to fix some 
time for terminating debate on this bill; otherwise 
it might be run on to an unnecessary length. 

Mr. FILLMORE assented; and moved a reso- 
lation fixing 2 o’clock this day to termina‘e det ate 
in Committee of the Whole on this bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE then renewed his motion that 
the House go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union on this bill. 
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The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Briaas took 
the Chair. 

Mr. BURNELL was entitled to the foor from 
the last day on which this bill was in Committee of 
the Whole, on the pending question to reduce the 
appropriation from $50,000 to $20,000, on tie mo- 
tion of Mr. Gitmer, Hie first glanced at the im- 
portance of this last survey—not a particniar, but 
a general importance to the South and to the West, 
as well as to the East and to the North. Jn this 
point of view he confessed he had been rot a lit- 
tle surprised at the remarks of the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Reyn«ips] in the discussion of this 
question the other day. The sea was the great 
highway in which every part of this country was 
interested: there might, with some gentlemen, be 
a peculiar interest in the prolongation and main- 
tenance of the Cumberland road; but there was a 
general interest in the removal of the obstructions 
that existed in this great highway of the national 
commerce, er the discovery of their precise posi- 
tion; whether at the commencement of the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi, or the Balize, at New Or. 
leans, or at any other point of their coasi. But now 
the proposition was virtually to akandon the survey, 
by cutting down the appropriation from $50,000 
to $20,000, the usual annual appropriation having 
been $100,000; and this was put on the ground of 
economy—an economy which would be a saving at 
the spigot, and a loss atthe bunghole. On what 
sort ef principle did gentlemen put this case? In 
some quarters, gentlemen had taken an abstraction 
—and on that abstraction the question had been 
put, whether the lives and the property of their 
countrymen, to an illimitableextent, should be pro- 
tected; or whether that immense interest should be 
sacrified, for the purpose of saving an insignificant 
number of dollars in the treasury. He might ask, 
where was it that the money in the treasury itself was 
raised, if it was not from the resources which com- 
merce creates? But it had been said that the com- 
mittee ought not to make any appropriation, so 
long as the Government could get along without it. 
Why, whatever might become of the people, the 
Government conld get along without the Cum- 
berland road; or if the whole of the river 
Mississippi were choked up wih snags; or 
if every |'ght-house on the coast were extin- 
guished, The argument was in favor of econ- 
omy; and the trade of a great nation was to 
be put against a few thousand dollars in the treas- 
ury! Why did they want the snags taken out of 
the Mississippi? And here he would direct the at- 
tention of the committee to the recently received 
relations of the destruction of property in the 
western district of this country; and he would tell 
the genticmen from the West, that he, as a North- 
ern man, wished to see the Western gentlemen 
brirg forward their bills, and he should be treach- 
erous to his constituents if he did not stand by and 
see the obstructions to Western navigation all re- 
moved. That was the ground on which he stood 
as one of this national committee, Now, during 
the last seventeen months, there had been sixty- 
nine vessels wrecked on the Mississippi, in conse- 
quence of obstructions to ifs navigation; and yet 
the gentleman from Virginia had propobed to re- 
duce the appropriation forthe coast survey from 
$50,000 to $20,000; and he would reduce it to 
910,000 if he could have his own way. Why, 
those wrecked vessels were, perhaps, worth 
$10,000; but the Government could get on, ac- 
cording to some gentlemen, without the removal 
of the snags from the river! 


Again: look at the seaboard at the other end of 
the great natural highway. Why, within a very 
limited period, 575 soulshad gone down to a watery 
death, never to rise again. He could noi tell them 
the amount of property which had been lost on that 
coast, but it was immense; and discoveries had been 
made by this coast survey which were of the ul- 
most importance to navigation and the preserva- 
tion of commerce, though they might be deemed 
of no importance to the Government. He con- 
fessed he was sorry to hear such narrow views ex: 
pressed as those to which he had been alluding—and 
made, too, by gentlemen to whom this survey was 
important, although, in their native eounties, they 
did not hear the raging of the storm. He conld 
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scaicely deem it necessary to state, much less to 
to argue, the necessity of the survey of the coast of 
a country which had 2,240,000 tons of shipping— 
a nation only second in the world in amount of ils 
shipping, the first having but 2.800.000 tons! 

He then noticed several shoals in his cwa neigh- 
borhood, about whose position and extent there had 
been much controversy, and the couseqnent loss ef 
tre which was occasioned by the sweeping roale 
which its uncertain position compelled vessels to 
take; and, also, to the inaccuracy with which shoals 
had been hitherto laid down, whereby both lives 
and property had been sacriticed, Taese shoals 
were found on every part of their coast; and, in 
consequence of the uncertainty attending their po- 
sitions, wrecks oceurred; and the owners of one 
wrecked vessel alone had suffered recently to the 
extent of $50,000. He could appeal to his friends 
from Maine, (whose constituents were ceeply in- 
terested in this survey, especially thove eng sged in 
the lumber tracde;) bat he took it for granied thata 
survey of the coast was deemed necessary to all 
parts of the country, and that a wise economy 
would dictate it to the Government, for the sake 
more particularly of every partotl the nation where 
there was a sorplus of product's, and a desire to 
send that surplus to market. 

It was, however, proposed to abandon the sur- 
vey now; and it was added, that it conld be re- 
sumed by-and-by. He looked upon this survey as 
one of the most splendid monuments of human 
genius which science had ever erected in the 
world; and he represented Mr. Hassler as entitled 
to the nation’s gratitude; and as regarded the sur- 
vey, in point of economy, he considered its con- 
tinvanee as the most economical course that could 
be pursued. The work was in progress; the diffi- 
culties attendant on the commencement of all great 
works had been surmounted; skill was employed, 
which the country had paid for, and instruments 
and vessels were provided. If, therefore, these per- 
sons were disbanded, and these instruments and 
vessels were disposed of, they would not only lose 
allthey had been acquiring, but a very large ex- 
penditure would be requisite whenever the work 
was resumed, which its continuance would not 
call for. 

Some conversation here ensued between Mr. 
BURNELL end Mr. AYCRIGG on the points 
disputed at an earlier period of the debate, 

Mr. BURNELL then proceeded to show the ne- 
cessity of the continuance of the survey: first, by 
calling attention to the discoveries which had been 
already made, and the partial! advantages which 
ithad afforded; and then by stating, particularly, 
ceriain errors respecting the positions of shoals, 
which had occasioned the loss of property equal to 
the whole cost of the survey; and the absolute ne- 
cessity which existed of affordirg to mariners cor- 
rect charis for their guidance. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he did not rise 
so much to make a speech, as to state a motion 
which he should submit, in case the pending mo- 
tion was voted down. He had taken great pains 
to be correctly informed as io this survey; and he 
was convinced that it was a subject of great na- 
tional importance, and on no account to be aban- 
doned. He was equaliy satisfied and convinced 
that Mr. Hassler’s supervision was the best that 
could be obtained in the country. Without, then, 
intending to imply any want of confidence in Mr. 
Hassler, he was still convinced that $25,000 a 
year might be saved by simply requiring cur own 
officers of the army and navy to perform the du- 
ties, for performing which others were paid so 
highly. He should move to insert the following 
proviso to the appropriation: 

Provided, The superintendent shal! have no power over the 
disposition of said money; but that the officers of the army and 
navy shall be exclusively employed upon the survey of the 
coast, under the direction of the Secretaries of War and the 
Navy, respectively. 

By reference to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, it would be seen what large sums 
had been expended. In 1833, $20,000 was ex- 
pended; in 1836, $47,000; in 1837, $91 000; in 
1838, $88,000; in 1839, $88,000; in 1840, $68 000; 
daring the first two quarters of 1841, about ¢34,- 
000; and fur the expenses of the hydrographic 
paities from 1835 to 1841, $32,000. There had 
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also been expended, in the shape of extra pay to 
officers of the army and navy, (being the differ- 
ence between their regular pay and their allowance 
when employed on thesurvey) $114,584. It would 
be perceived that thesam appropriated was annu- 
ally increased, and it was not until within a year 
or two past that $100,000 was annually appropri- 
ated. Hesaw no reason why the increase had 
been made. Inthe report, he found a long list of 
officers with large salaries; and, in fac', Mr. Hass- 
ler had more money at his disposal than any of- 
ficer of the,Government except the President. 

He agreed with his friend from [linois, {Mr. 
Reynoups,] that if the officers educated at West 
Point Academy were not capable of making sur- 
veys required by the Government, it was high time 
the country should be informed of the fact. Mr. 
Hassler, too, was old; and it could not be expected 
that a man so advanced in life would long survive 
to be at the head of the survey. Acting upon this 
fact, he thought we should be training our officers 
to succeed him inthe performance of his invalua- 
ble services. That those cflicers should be allowed 
extra pay when making surveys, he thought essen- 
tially wrong. Our navy officers were now , paid 
liberally—higher than those of any other navy in 
the world. Should the committee vote dowa the 
motion pending, (which seemed to him to be a mere 
forcible cutting down of the appropriation, without 
rhyme or reason,) he should move that they be em- 
ployed to the exclasion of other persons who were 
now paid bigh salaries by the Government. 

Mr. MALLORY said he was aware of the anxi- 
ety of the committee that the debate should be 
brought to a close; yet, be feltit to be due to him- 
self, as the chairman of the selectcommittee, notio 
permit the question to be taken wiihout offering a 
few remarks. He regretted that this discussion 
should have taken place ia advance of the report 
of the select committer, because he was convinced 
that, when that report should have been made, the 
evidence by which it would be accompanied would 
bear him out in whathe had said when he last ad 
dressed the committee, as wellas what he should 
now say. He was no enemy to the coast survey; 
bat it was because of his great anxiety to have it 
finished that ne had instituted the inquiry to know 
why, after wie expendiiure of $100,000 a year, 
(making a gross sum of $750,000 to $900,000,) 
no practical -esulis had been accomplished, 
except three pii'al charts, one of whieh was 
known to be neorrect. Gentlemen might make 
light of this but these who are acquainted 
with maritime affairs know that it was by no 
means a lght matter to have charts placed 


in the hands of mariners which —were incorrect. 


: P, . 
Bat the gentleman from Massachusetis [Mr. Bor- 


NELL] seemed to think that it made no difference 
how the scale was, so the chartitself was correct. 

Mr. BURNELL explained. What he had sad 
was, that the survey might bo very accurate, and 
yet the scale of the chart so placed as to give an 
erroneous idea. 

Mr. MALLORY resamed. As he had said, 
after the expenditure of (to spezk in round num- 
bers) $800 000; after the employment of one brig, 
four schooners, twenty barges, and scores of men 
from the army and navy, for ien years, nothing per- 
ceptible had been done—nothing to show to the 
country for this vast expenditure of money! And 
yet, because he had instituted inquiries, and inves- 
tigated the proceedings of this extraordinary prodigy 
of science—this Galileo—this Sophocles—this Nes. 
tor—this Ferdinand R. Hassler;—because he had 
presumed to question aman thus plastered with 
praise by gentlemen here, he was to be charged 
with having been guilty of a scandalum magnatum! 
Surely, no philosopher of ancient or modern times 
ever had such eulogies passed upon him. The 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Hotmes] 
might say that he felt rebuked that a commitiee of 
the House—men learned only in the alphabet of 
science—-should interpose to correct sech a mathe- 
matician as Hassler. But be (Mr. M.) felt rebuked 
from a different cause. He felt rebuked for the army 
and navy of his country—rebuked to think that none 
of the officers were capable of conducting the sur- 
veys ordered by the Government. It would seem, 
from passing events, that Congress had to deal with 
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a privileged order of men, and that it could not cal One insta 
in quest‘on the conduct of any of the officers ~ and disrespe 
employees of this Government, without beeen commiltee, 
upon itself a shower of denunciation and abet tbe sarveys 
These complaints on the part of interested ingiy,. with the ce 
uals had become stereotyped; and, a few ri who was SU 
since, a correspondence was even carried on j.. fa engraving | 
tween a gentleman advocating Mr. Hassler on the could not te 
floor, and a portion of his corps of observation ; Upon this, | 
ihe gallery. It might bea part of Mr. Hassler, H., which 
diplomacy to have this corps of observation jn 1h, bim to per 
gallery, instead of in the field; and he wondered ielling him 
that the friends and eulogists of that gentleman gi inspected. 
not think of him as a fit person to conduct the hes mittee-roow 
gotiations with Lord Ashburton. him see th 
Bu’, the time admonished him that hefmust hurr jowards the 
on with his remarks. Eccentricity was, with hin ly disrespec 
no excuse for arrogance and insolence, and eon{y. This would 
sion of ideas was no test of greatness; for, when hp I Galileo, 
was aschool-boy, one of the first lessons taught when it wi 
him was, that the individual whose head thought persecution, 
clearly, always spoke clearly and wrote cleariy rep'y to the 
So much in reply to bis colleague’s remarks on Mr. committee, 
Hassler’s eccentricities and confusion of ileas, Bat in order los 
he was known in Europe, gentlemen said. Hoy disrespectfu 
known? and for what?) What had he done to cause mittee of th 
his name to be known throughout the world? Any Mr. WIS 
common navigator and mathematician, with one It was a pal 
little vessel, could have traced out the soundings of he, as a me 
a few bays and rivers, as well as this Galileo, So. the reading 
phocles, or Marshal Biacher has done it, (for Mr. the member 
Hassler had been compared by his eulogists to jj make a rep 
these great men.) In one respect, it appeared to Mr. MA 
him that it did require the talents of Marshal commiltee | 


Blacher to conduct this great army and sqnadron 


to member; 
of the coast survey. What were they? First, 1 


permitted tc 


there was his Noah’s ark, with its four foaming purpose of 

steeds; next, his theodolitse; vertical and reflecting made abou 
circles; transit instruments; his box-chronometers, mony, and 

mounted barometers, (on horseback, he supposed,) Philadelphi 
reflecting telescopes, thermometers, and alhidades; not, howeve 
his arm-protractors; his microscopic comparateur, reading the 
his subdivided kilogrammes; micrometer screws; that he sho 
and, last, his box of weoden legs. These (said Mr. lemen had 


M.) are the accontrements of the commander-in- 
chief. Then we havea brilliant array of army 
officers, with their sixty tents, with a retinue of 


colleague, t! 
of testimon 


, the friends « 
wagons and horses, Then came the navy force, MMM nation deri 
headed by a captain in the navy, with several na vey. 
val officers, and twenty boats, with their crews (Here sev 


Now, he would say that it did require the talents of 
Marshal Blucher to manage this grand array of na 
val and military foree. 

While speaking of the arrogance of this foreigner, 
he did not wish to be understocd as having any 


the letter; a 
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hostile feelings to any foreigner that came to this You know 
country. On the contrary, he was willing that he M™prvet butin, 
should enjoy the same rights that he (Mr. M.) did; Mlb vhich are “a. 
willing, in short, 'o place him on the same footing with others just b 
himself; but he was ‘Unwilling that he should exalt es 
himself above every other man in the country, BiB iosuch work, 
and to see the Congress of the United States -en- Hi doings. fh 


measure you | 
erecuuon and 
opposite to the 
coast survey V 

No man can 
could be comy 
maa in whom 
dence whatev: 

Iconsider th 
irél,an unme 
tet of the con 
X80, 
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dorse the calumny. Such was the prejudice of this 
foreigner against the United States, that he would 
not even get the copper for his plates in this coun- 
try, bat sent for them to Europe; and when he did get 
i', it was found to be worthless, and unfit for the 
purpose. Healso sent to Hamburgh for two ev- 
gravers, when it was well known that there werea 
number of engravers in this country capable of et: 
ecuting any work that might be given them. 
Speaking of his arrogance, there was not a depar'- 
ment of the Government, in which he had not 
given asample of it. He was first attached to the 
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Navy Department, and at one time he had ser. in 
eral serious difficulties with Secretary Dicker- Here wa 
son. Then he was transferred to the Treasury Mm?! and abi 
Department, and we find him there (said Mr. M.) iy Paracels 
conducting a volaminous correspondence with the Hagi* he liv 
Secretary about his pay, and the pay of those Se tread 
under his command. Though so much had been Bp neer a m: 
said about his disinterestedness, yet he was willing Hi Pb poc 
to abseat himself from his duties for months, 0 ain 
squable with the departments about the amount of * ad give 
his compensation. And as to his great qualifica- ve ance 
tions—why, he tells you himself, in one of his : oe 
reports, that he was five years getting ready t be- wy r of 
gin his work; and all that time, too, drawing fall survey 
day from the Government. examin 
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One instance of Mr. Hassler’s want of temper, 
and disrespect to Congress, he would mention. The 
commiitee, abxious to ascer‘ain when the charts of 
tbe surveys that had been made could be published, 
gith tbe cost of them, inquired of the engraver 
sho was Sammoned bef. re them, what the cost of 
engraving them would be. He answered, that he 
could not tell without seeing the manuscript charts: 
Upon this, the commi'tee addressed a letter to Mr. 
H., which was sent by the engraver, requesting 
him to permit that gentieman to see the charts, and 
ieliing him the purpose for which they were to be 
inspected. The engraver came back to the com- 
pittee-room, and said that Mr. H. refused to let 
him see the charts, and bad used language, both 
iowatds the commitiee and Congress, so exceeding- 
ly disrespectful, that he would not like to repeat it. 
This would be sufficient to show the temper of this 
Galileo, who was always courting inquiry, and, 
when it was instiluted, loudly complained about 

rsecution. Here was a letter from Mr. H., in 
reply to the respectful note addressed to him by the 
committee, which he would ask the Clerk to read, 
inorder toshow the temper of this man, and the 
disrespectful manner in which he treated a com- 
mitiee of the House. 


Mr. WISE objected to the reading of that letter. 
Itwas a part of the journal of the committee; and 
he, as a member of the commiitee, protested against 
the reading of any part of its journal, unless all 
the members of the comuniltee had access to it, to 
make a report. 


Mr. MALLORY said that the papers of the 
committee had passed freely about from member 
io member; and Mr. Hassler himself had been 
permitted to take a copy of his evidenee, fer ihe 
purpose of explaining it; though, in doing so, be 
made about ten lines for every one of his testi- 
mony, and confused it so that it would take a 
Philadelphia Jawyer to understand it. He would 
not, however, violate the rules of the House by 
reading the letter, thongh it would seem but fair 
thathe should be permitted to do what other gen- 
emen had done in the course of the debate. His 
colleague, the other day, in his remarks, made use 
of testimony that was befére the commitiee; and 
the friends of Mr. Hassler had made asz of infor- 
mation derived from the officers of the coast sur- 
vey. 

(Here several gentlemen called for the reading of 
the letter; and it was read, as follows: 

WasuincTon, May 30, 1842. 

Sin: The unprovoked insult offered to me by sending the 
engraver Stone to me to inspect the work of thecoast survey 
in the map of New. York, is too much, as well for the 
powers of the committee, as for the feelings ofan honest man. 

You know that the maps of the coast survey cannot be en- 
praved but in the office under my ewn inspection. You know 
thas (he map in question is already cut up in plates, two of 
which are under the engraver’s hands nearly finished, two 
others just beginning, fer two more the drawing is nearly 
faished, and two more are half finished drawings. 

You know that the engraver Stone is in no way qualified to 
dosuch work, nor that I could be made responsible for any ot 
hisdoiags. Hence you cannot otherwise but conclude that the 
measure you begin is destructive to the work, therefore to the 
txecudon and expenses hitherto incurred, therefore directly 


opposite to the aim professed by the committee to favor the 
coast survey work. 


Noman can expect that, who am answerable for the work, 
could be compelled to give the final execution in the hands of a 


mas in whom Ihave not the slightest reason to have any confi- 
dence whatever, 


Iconsider the sending of Stone foinspect my work, as he said 
rian unmerited insult; and 1 am certain that every mem- 


- of the committee, placed in my situation, would consider 
i $0, 
With best respect and good wishes, 

Your obedient servant, 


F. R. HASSLER. 
ou. Francis MALLORY, 


Chairman of the Committee on the Coast Survey. 


Here was a specimen (Mr. M. said) of the tem- 
pet and ability of this Gaileo, who reminded him 

Paracelsus of old, the greatest boaster of the 
ete he lived in. This empyric said that he had 
“seovered anelixir, the drinking of which would 
render aman immortal; yet he died with a vial of 
pin Lis pocket. 

Now, as he -had but little time left him, he 
ould give the reasons why he thought the super- 
diendence of this coast survey should be placed in 
ther hands. ‘Though Mr. M. had been for sueh.a 
tmber of years employed in this work, no part of 
he survey was yet complete. When the commit- 

‘xamined him, they found that there had been 
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no deep soundings from Point Judith to the Dela- 
ware; and when questioned: on that subject, he an- 
swered that it couid not be done unless Congress 
would make an additional appropriation «f one 
hundre ' thousand dollars. He said that he had 
discovered great errors in Bowdiich and the 
Aw¢vican Almanac as to the latitude and lon- 
gitude of several parts of the coast; and yet 
he has not made them public, so that his 
discoveries are of no manner of benefit to nav- 
igators. Then, as to the Gedney channel, for which 
so much credit has been given him on that floor. 
Why, he did not discover it. It was discovered by 
Capt. Gedney, an officer of the navy, and though 
it was discovered as long ago as 1835, it was not 
yet published. Then the famous shoal in the De!- 
aware, of which so mach was said by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. J. R. InczrRsox,} 
was discovered three years ago, and no chart of it 
has yet been published. One great objection to 
him was the slow progress he had made in the 
work, and the probability that it would be equally 
slow in fature. We have a coast of 3 000 miles 
in extent, and only 300 of it has yet been survey- 
ed. Now, any school boy, with his slate, could cal- 
culate that, if it took ten years to go round 300 
miles, it would take one hundred years togo round 
3,000. None but a Rosicrucian, therefore, could 
expect to see the completion of the work. Whether 
it was to cost two or twenty millions, no man could 
tell. When Mr. Hassler was asked that question, be 
could give no information on the subject. In con- 
clusion, Mr. M. said that the direction of the work 
ought to be changed. It ought to be placed under 
the charge of the officers of the army and navy; 
and, by this means, a saving could be effected of 
$40,000 a year. 

The hour having arrived at which, by the reso- 
lution adopted this morning, the debate was to 
terminate, Mr. M. was cut short in his remarks, 
and took his seat. 


Mr. GILMER then modified his resolution by 
substituting $10,000 for $20 000, so as to strike out 
$50,000 and insert $10,000. 

Mr. SPRIGG asked if it would be in order to 
move a division of the question. 

The CHAIR said that it would not. 

Mr. TRIPLETT inquired what course gerile- 
men were to take who wanted the appropriation 
stricken out altogether. He did not want to vote 
a cent. 

The CHAIR said that, after the question was 
taken on the pending motion, it would be in 
order to move to strike on: the whole clause. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 

@Weuier and Tripterr,) on Mr. Gitmer’s mo- 
tion, and carried—ayes 82, noes 63. 

So the appropriation was reduced from $50,000 
to $10,000. 

Mr. GWIN then moved to strike out the whole 
clause making an appropriation for the coast sur- 
vey; and the question having bern taken by tellers, 
(Messrs. Brack and C. J. Incersouy) was carried— 
ayes 79, hoes 64. 

So the appropriation for the coast survey was 
Stricken out. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered an amendment, 
appropriating $5,000 for preparing and publishing 
an account of the caploring expedition; which was 
adopted. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved to strike out the appro- 
priation of $25,000 for the custom-house at Bos- 
ton: rejected—ayes 47, noes not counted. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana offered an amend- 
ment, to come in after the clause providing for mis- 
cellaneous claims, that no part of that sum should 
be applied to the furnishing the new custom-hovse 
at the city of New York: carried—ayes. 64, 
noes 62. 

The clause making appropriations for light- 
houses having been read and concurred in— 

Mr. SPRIGG offered an amendment, providing 
that the Seeretary of the Treasury shall cause an 
account to be kept of al! ibe expenditures, of every 
description whatseever, in relation to light-houses; 
and that he report the same annually to Congress: 
rejected—ayes 55, nots 71. 

Mr. McKEON moved to strike out the appro- 
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priation for the pay of ministers to Prussia, Aus- 
tuia, Spain, and Brazil: lost without a count. 

Mr. McKEON moved to strike out the whole 
clause making an appropriation for the salaries of 
chargé: des affaires to Portugal, Denmark, Swe- 
den Holland, Belgium, Chili, Peru. Venezuela, 
New Grenada, Texas, Naples, and Sardinia: lost 
without a division. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered an amendment 
appropriating §5.000 for the pay of a commercial 
agent to Europe: rejected. 

(The reporter has been furnished by Mr. Incer- 
SOLL with the following, as the substance of the re- 
marks he wou'd have made, had he not been pro. 
hibited from doing so by the resolution which cut 
off further debate on the bill ] 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL hardly expected his 
motion to succeed, because the project was novel, 
invoiving expense, and a new office. Yet he would 
explain why he was convinced it ought; believing 
that, eventually, it would; for the more it came 
to be considered, the greater favor it would find. 
The productive interest of this great country is 
immense, and may be much improved by Govern- 
ment. During the current year, two million two 
hundred thousand bales of cotion, incalculable 
quantities of grain, meat, coa), lumber, and other 
stajles, have sprung from the soil, craving con- 
sumers. They are all cheap beyond former expe- 
rieace. While superabundant kere, there is crying 
want of them in cther countries. We have a vast 
deal more than we can consume, while they want 
a vast dea! more than they can get, merely because 
commercial restriclions prevent our supplying them, 
and thereby greatly augmenting our navigating 
wealth, too. 





What I propose is a cheap and rational endea- 
vor to premote an object so desirable, by a com- 
mercial agency—national, but not political—pro- 
ductive, not diplomatic—a foreiga mini«ter, to rep- 
resent abroad not the Government, but the produce 
of the United States—the cotton, grain, meats, 
coal, rice, lumber, and whatever else our teeming 
mother earth annually brings forth for the comfort 
of mankiad, to clothe, feed, warm, and make them 
happy. This House did originate such a minister 
for one staple—tobacco; and the minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States to Austria is, in fact, 
nothing more than a tobacco agent. Aji our for- 
eign ministers are, indeed, but commercial agents; 
an what I propose is, to aid them by an aitorney 


ad hoc, whose sole business shall be to remove the 


obstacles to more extended American commerce, 
by demonstraling to foreign Governments—and, 
more than Governments, by convincing foreign 
nations—ibhat it is their interest not to let their peo- 
ple sufier while we can easily and cheaply prevent 
it. Our political foreign ministers are well enough 
in their orbits; though we have too many little 
ones. But what we want is not politicians, or even 
statesmec; but practical men of business, without 
the parade or restraint of diplomacy, yet with the 
recommendation and support of Government, to 
enlighten the understanding, and enlist the interests 
of other countries—-to awaken their minds to the 
demonstrable policy of improving their condition, 
by connecting it with what we have and they have 
not, fairly exchanged for what they have more 
than we. Foreign political ministers alone cannot 
do this: consuls still less. They are both station- 
ary—the consuls without salaries, mostly mer- 
chants, having their livelihood to carn. What we 
want is intelligent men, to go everywhere, mix 
informally with all classes, act in every proper 


-way on public opinion, break inveterate habits and 


prejudices, and bring about convictions undoubt- 
edly rational. 

Perhaps twice as much cotton as is raised in the 
United States cou!d be wrought in France and Ger- 
roany, where the cheap labor, the ingenious handi- 
crafis, the tasie and seientific knowledge, exceed 
those of England; and the filations and. industrial 
progress of both those great countries, and in 
developmenis as energetic as those of Great Britain, 
from 1810 to 1830; and ia neither France nor Ger- 
many has American cotton any rival home-inter- 
est, such as English India. The Jate German 
trade union—ealled, I believe, Zoll Verein—has, no 
doubt, not escaped the attention of our Govern- 
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ment, where Prussian, Austrian, and perhaps other 
ministers musi be alive to its vast importance to 
American commerce. But such mipisters, with 
their formal correspondence, cannot see all that 
the occasion calls for. This is the moment of uni- 
versal peace and universal struggle for productive 
independence of British manufacturing supremacy. 
We ought to straia every nerve for our share of the 
wealth of nations. We ought to have special, 
informal agencies to recommend, explain, and in- 
troduce our staples. A triendly feeling is said to 
exist in Germany towards our intercourse. It cer- 
tainly did in France; and even yet does, notwith- 
standing our late most ill-advised acts of Congress 
to alienate the French. The consumption of our 
rice has considerably increased through the north- 
ern German ports, I believe, since, by mutual con- 
cessions, we have cultivated more dealings with 
them. The same thing may be done for cotton, 
coal, meats, grain, and lumber, with Germany, 
France, and England too, by similar means. The 
increased consumption of our cotton might be im- 
mense. But we must act with all our faculties 
by commercial as well as diplomatic instruamentai- 
ty—and do it without delay. Now is the very 
time, when all Europe is casting about to remodel 
their industry, wittrall good will, to cultivate our 
acqoaintance; and we are groaning with excessive 
prodaction, ¢lamoring for consumers, Habit in 
Europe is an umpire we have no idea of, which it 
requires revolution to change; and we must not 
let those great customers acquire the habit of using 
Egyptian, South American, or East India cotten, 
inferior to ours. We can beat them all easily, at 
any price. And so of several other great staples. 
Reciprocal commercial concessions would soon 
work miracles for us in all the countries of Europe, 
jast now shaking off the English yoke. Bat, for 
this accomplishment we must not rely on our for- 
eign ministers, er consuls, or merchants alone. 
Government must interpose by special agency to 
dispel prejudice, impress information, enlighten 
public sentiment, (especially the press,) and by all 
fair, open, and active actica, carry conviction home 
upon communilies. 

See what the late English duties act has done 
in the wav of awakening them to the advantage of 
being supplied with American meat. And not 
only Great Britain, but France may be supplied 
with it. Pork, for iastance, worth 3 or 4 certs a 
pound in Cincinnati, would bring from 12 to 16 
ia Lyons or Toulon, as well as London and Dub- 
lin. Of the nine huadred thousand people of Paris, 
and two millions of London, many thousands are 
half starved because they cannot pay 12 cents for 
pork we can sell them at six. The whole West- 
ern country, with its inexhaustible productions of 
food and clothing, is vitally interested in the meas- 
ure I propose. 

Amerizan cotten—the mightiest of staples, be- 
fore which even iron is eclipsed—hitherto the snn 
of the world of industry—may be readily made to 
supersede Egyptian, South American. and East In- 
dia. cotton, which, for coarse febzics, is used in 
France, Germany, and Switzerland; but, to do 
that, habit must be overcome. Egypt.an cotton, 
introduced mostly through French poris, has had 
considerable foothold in many parts of Europe. 
The ascertained consumption, the kinds preferred, 
and the quantity and quality that might be wanted, 
regularly published by an American agent ad hoe, 
would be reliable information to our cotton-grow- 
ers, alove worth much more than all the cost of 
the agency i propose. Merchants know that mer- 
cantile prices current are often published, and cir- 
culars d'aseminsted, to conceal, not tel! the truth, 
for the benefit of speculators. Fine North Ameri- 
can cotton, which cannot be rivalled by Egypt, 
Brazil, or India, is to clothe men, ships, and dwell- 
ings throughout the world, and render it tributary 
to this country, if it will but do justice to that ines- 
timable production, of which even the various uses 
yet remain to be discovered. The agency pro- 
posed should bend its whole force to the greater 
establishment of this; and might, at least, double 
our export of it. 

Another American growth may, I think, be fa- 
miliarized to European adoption—stone coal. The 
industry of France is cramped for want of fuel. 





There is none but very inferior wood, costing at 




























CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Paris about $18 the cord. English coal is subject- 
ed to a heavy export duty before it leaves England, 
and a heavy impost in France; so that it is not 
used there. Coal from Belgium is taken to Fratce; 
but it is not near as good, or, I believe, as cheap as 
our coal. It is bituminous. What French coal 
there may be is inaccessible, for want of roads and 
canals to it. Now, Pennsylvania coal, if taken to 
France as ballast, might be delivered there at less 
than one-third of the price of French fire-wood; and 
ifeven paying freight, at about one-half, ] sup- 
pose—at from five dollars to eight dollars the ton. 
Connecied with cotton, what a prodigious impulse 
it might give to French industry! I have long 
thought that the coal-miners, or even the Legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, ought to send a coal agent to 
France, without waiting the action of Congress. 
Bat the commercial agency I propose would em- 
brace all our staples—cotion, coal, grain, meat, 
rice, lumber, and others. 


I have not mentioned tobacco, because I believe 
it would be by far the most difficult to get intro- 
duced freely. But there is no reason why the com- 
mercial agency suggested should not embrace to- 
bacco with the rest. 


It is not necessary to point out the advantages of 
such commercial extension to navigation. But it 
ought to be added, that its success would be the 
best remedy for the evils of the bad currency, 
which all agree we suffer under. 


I have but sketched what might be drawn at 
large. It would be easy to carry these views much 
further, to explain their intimate connexion with 
our currency—our very Union itself. But I omit 
much that might be presented, confining myself to 
the shortest intimation of what I am sure the 
more it is thought of, the more convincing it will 
prove, when abler and more practical minds than 
mine come to consider it. American cotton, coal, 
grain, rice, meat, lumber—all the principal staples 
of this teeming country, need but foreign markets 
for their exports to be increased beyond belief. 
They are as much needed abroad as they are su- 
perabundant athome. A few thousand dollars— 
not more than a very few days of debate, or even 
of adjournment of Congress, cost—would amply 
pay a special agent, (or more than one, if deemed 
advisable,) to visit the capitals and other proper 
places of Earope, openly and freely to enlighten 
public sentiment, enlist private interest, incline 
Governments, inform the press, and prevail on 
nations to cultivate a greater commercial inter- 
course than now exists with this people. We 
have been, I think, extremely remiss in this 
deavor. Itook the liberty of mentioning it per- 
sonally to the last administration, I have taken the 
same liberty with tbe present; without much 
encouragement from either. I now lay it be- 
fore Congress and before the country, hard- 
ly flattering myself that it will have immediate 
acceptance; but well assured that the more it is 
thought of, the more favor it will find. One such 
agent as is contemplated for a sum insignificant in 
amount, if properly selected—no party hack or 
mere personal favorite—may render more public 
service than two-thirds of the diplomatic instru- 
ments we maintain abroad. Mr. I. concluded by 
invoking the aid of those representing the inter- 
ests of cotton, and coal, and grain, and meat, on 
the floor, to support his motion. It asks for a very 
sma!l sum, which, even if all his notions on the 
subject were unsound, would be less than is con- 
tinually paid for printing some useless document, or 
paving some undeserving applicant. If even par- 
tially successful, its resnits would be inestimably 
valuable. Itis a kind of cheap ulili¢arian mission, 
more deserving of attention than all the sham 
diplomacy we send abread. If this pian had been 
recommended by the Executive, and introduced by 
a committee heralded by a report, there would be 
no doubt of its adoption. The Committee of the 
Whole would determine whether an individual 
effort, without any such advantages, is deserving of 
support. 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS moved to add an ap- 
propriation for the salary of the consu! at Beyrout, 
in Syria, $500: rejected without a division. 


——— 
Mr. MERIWETHER offered the folio 








amendmeni: Ming 


And be it further enacted, That no part ofany approprias 
hereby made, shall be transferred to any other object than thy 
for which it is specifically appropriated. 


Rejected. 


Mr. McKENNAWN submitted the following 
amendment : 


Provided, further, That it shall not be lawful for any cle 
appointed after the commencement of the present seasio, : 
Congress to be allowed or paid out of any moneys appropr 
by this act, only at the lowest rate of salary authorized by ay 
to the clerkships in the office where such ¢lerk may be so 
pointed: And provided, further, That the senior effcies 
experienced clerks in office poorinnele to the commenceman 
of the present session of Congress shall be allowed and paij y 
the higher rates of salary, according to their seniority jp Office, 
and their efficiency and experience in the business of the off, 
wherein they are employed, and of which efficiency andey 
rience the immediate head thereof shall judge and determin. 

Rejected without a count. 


On motion byMr. FILLMORE, the bill was fy. 
ther amended by inserting an appropriation for tig 
contingent expenses of the bureau of navy yar 
and docks, $250. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the commity, 
then rose, and reported the bill to the House gs 
amended. 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question; whieh 
motion prevailed, and the House immediately pyo. 
ceeded to vote upon the amendments reported from 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WISE asked for the yeas and nays on con 
curring with the committee in striking out the ap. 
propriation of $50,000 for the coast survey unde 
Hassler’s superintendence; and they wete on 
dered. 

The House concurred by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. Ay 
drews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Be. 
son, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Broo. 
son, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, 
William Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell 
Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, Clifion 
James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Cm 
Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Dog 
Eastinan, Egbert, Fessenden, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Pi 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Gog 
gin, William O. Goode, Graham, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Har 
ris, Hays, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, And 
Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, McKay 
Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell 
Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Mor 
ris, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Patridge, Payne, Plume, 
Ramsey, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogen 
William Russei!l, Shaw, Shields, Slade, Snyder, Sollers, Spt 
Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Joho BJ 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Trotti, Turney, Ward 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, Clirietopheg 
H. Williams, and Yorke—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Baker, Barton, Birdseye 
Blair, Borden, Bowne, Briggs, Burnell, Calhoun, John Camp 
bell, Cary, Childs, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clini 
Coles, Cranston, Cushing, Daniel, Dawson, Everett, Fe 
Fillmore, Fornance, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Go 
don, Granger, Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, ChariesJ 
Ingersoll, ‘Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
win, William Cost Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jor 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, Lowell, Robert McCiel 
lan, McKennan, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Miller, Mornvy 
Parmenter, Pendleton, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randal 
Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, James M. Ruse’ 
Saltonstall, Sanford, Truman Smith, Stanly, Summers, Sus 
ter, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, wages, Toland 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, Warren, W 
ington, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop 
Wise, Wood, Augustus Young, and John Young—&. 


The amendment of the committee reducing th 
appropriation for the contingent expenses of th 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery to $200, was ne 
concurred in. 

The remaining amendments were concurred i. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL attempted to get 4 
amendment reducing the appropriation for the) 
diciary; but 

The SPEAKER ruled him out of order, in 
much as the previous question had been ordered. 

The engrossment of the bill was then ordered. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the unanimous co 
of the House to have the question now taken 
its passage. 

The bill was then read a third time, and past 

OHIO RIVER. : 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN offered the following r¢ 
lution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, 


rected to cause to be communicated to the House of Rep 
atives, as soon as Convenient, the report ” Captain omy 
of t 


Hughes, of the United States ical 
neers, of his late reconnoissance ond oarvay of hio rivet. 


The SPRAKER submitted a number of Exec 
tive communications, as follows: 
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j, Acommunication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting the report of F. R. Hassler, up- 
on the progress of the coast survey; also, a report 

the subject of the standard weights and meas- 
wrest referred to the Select Committee. 

9, Acommunication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, covering the annval report and list of insol- 
yent debtors in the United States: referred to the 
Jodiciary Committee. 

3, A communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, in answer to the resolution of the Huse, 

assed 17h December, calling for information in 
relation to the dry dock contemplated at Brooklyn: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the communica- 
tion be a:so printed. 

Which motion was opposed by Mr. WISE. 

After debate, it was catrie/—ayes 83, noes not 

nied. 

“COAST SURVEY BY NAVY OFFICERS. 

Mr. MERIWETHER offered the following res- 
olution: 


Resolved, That the Select Committee on the Coast Survey 
| inquire into the peoreey of dispensing with the topographical 
| aurvey of the same; of limiting the sumber of persons (inclu- 

ding ihe superintendents and assistants) engaged therein; and 
fj employing officers of the navy in the same. 


: Mr. WISE remarked, that all that was embraced 
in the resolution was now under consideration by 
the select committee raised at the last session, and 
continued at the present. He pledged himself, as 
amember of that committee, to investigate the 
whole subject, and to. summon every topographical 
engineer in the city te testify; and he ventured to 
say, that if all the testimony already taken had 
been read, the House would not have come to such 
avoieas it did to-day, when the whole appropria- 
uon for the survey was stricken out. 

Mr. EVERETT was of opinion that a blow had 
been to-day struck at the coast survey, from which 
be doubied if it ever would survive. Besides the in- 
trinsic usefulness of such a survey to the country, 
twas due to Our national pride that it should be 
kept up, and the United States thereby contribute 
is share to the science of the world. He then 
commented upon the evil effects which would flow 
fom the casting a suspicion abroad that Mr. 
Hasler was a humbug. Such a course would, he 
ihought, destroy the efficiency of any successor 
who might be appointed in resuscitating the work. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN said the House had 
suck no blow at the coast survey, aS Was assert- 
iby the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wisr] and 
ihe gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Everett;] 
thad only decided that it would relieve the treas- 
ry of the country from an annual expenditure of 
it hundred thousand dollars, and the survey from 
he paralyzing influence of a superannuated super- 
lendent and his corps, and place the whole under 
officers of the navy and army of the United 
pales, where it ought always io have been. If the 
moveroment had no officers in its navy and army 

pable of carrying on the work, it was time it 
d; and which, if it had not, it could soon get. 
He hoped, therefore, that the resolution of the gen- 
eman from Georgia (Mr. Meriwetuer] would 

adopted; and that the committee would introduce 
bill, at an early day, placing this important work 
ader the charge of the President of the United 
les, to be conducted by officers of the navy and 
{ the topographical engineers of the army—of 
ine’ «Officers that the Government had been eda- 
ne JUS At a large expense, for forty years. He 
ai not the least doubt but, under them, the survey 
it uld be as well done, and far more expeditiously, 
red. Mader Mr. Hassler. 
nr] Mr. WISE would merely say that our engi- 
a ‘ts, from Abert and Totten down, would all de- 
are that they were notso competent as Hassler; 
nd not only that, but also that no other man could 
found as competent. 
Mr, MERIWETHER said, it was true he had 
‘ted against the appropriation to-day, and he 
ald tell the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Ev- 
trr) that if a blow had been struck at the coast 
‘vey, a8 conducted by Mr. Hassler, he was glad 
ee had been enabled to assist in striking that 
He did not believe that there was a greater hum- 
‘a the country than this same Mr. Hassler. 
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He was disposed to carry on the survey, because 
his constituents were interested in it; but they 
wanted it completed before the next century. Un- 
der present auspices, there was no prospect of ac- 
complishing sueha design. 

The question was then taken upon the resolution, 
and it was adopted. 

After which, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE 
Faipay, December 23, 1842. 

Mr. CLAYTON presested the memorial of the 
heirs of Robert Fulton; which, in connexion with 
the papers on the files of the Senate relating to the 
claim, was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from the 
president and directors of the Patriotic Bank of 
Washington, praying an extension of their charter; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. BAYARD presented memorials from the 
president and directors of the Bank of Potomac, 

od the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, praying for 
an extension of their charters, respectively; which 
were referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. BAYARD gave notice of leave to introduce 
a bill to establish naval schools. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented a memorial from 
certain citizens of Otiowa, Illinois, praying the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Otiowa, via Mid- 
dle Point, to Napierville, in that State; which was 
referred to the Commiitee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, it was ordered that 
the petition of the heirs of George C. Johnson be 
taken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
manufacturers of furred hats in Harrisburg, Penn., 
praying Congress to give them incidental protec- 
tion, by removing the 25 per cent. duty imposed on 
imported furs by the tariff of last session: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures. 

On motion by Mr. STORGEON, it was ordered 
that the petition and papers of Charles M. Keller 
be taken from the files of the Senate, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 
ordered that the papers of Charles Kohler be taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 

orted back, without amendment, House bill en- 
lled **An act making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
half calendar year ending the 30th day of Jane, 
1842.” 

Mr. E. gave notice that, if agreeable to the 
Senate, he would, at 1 o’clock, move to go into the 
consideration of this bill. 

Also reporied back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, Senate bill to regulate the cur- 
rency of the foreign gold and silver coins. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, Senate bill to 
regulate the compensation to pension agents, 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, Senate bill to continue the of- 
fice of Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that it 
do pass, the bill for the relief of the Nantucket 
Steamboat Company. 

Mr. SEVIER, on leave, introduced a bili for the 
relief of the persons residing within the reputed 
limits of the States of Arkansas and Louisiana, 
beyond the boundary line between the United 
States and the Republic of Texas, as established by 
the commissioners appointed to ascertain the same; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Messrs. TALLMADGE and PORTER present- 
ed memorials from the city of New York, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the bankrupt act; 
which were referred to the Judiciary Commiitee. 





Mr. WILLIAMS subinitted the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to in- 
form the Senate whether or nos any pensions for disability te 
officers, seamen, and marines, while in the service and receiv- 
ing pay, have been pai! since August 16, 1841; and if any, 
what has been the amount thus paid, and under what law such 
payments have been made, since the passage of the. act of 
July 16, 1841. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of 
James Rundiler, praying indemnity for losses by 
the depreciation of funds paid him for supplies fur- 
nished the Government during the late war; which 
was referred to the Commiiiee on Claims. 

Mr. W. also presented documents in relation to 
the claim of William Russell for fishing bounty; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com-~ 
merce. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Madame De Lusser; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, introduced a bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Munroe; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Capt. J. Throckmor- 
ton; which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. HENDERSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
to confirm the survey and location of claims to 
land in the State of Mississippi, east of Pear) river, 
and south of the thirty-first degree of north latitude; 
which was read twice, and referred io the Commit- 
tee on the Public Land. 

Also, introduced a joint-resolution authoriziog 
the Secretary of the Treasury to settle, on certain 
terms, the liabilities of the sureties of Gordon D. 
Boyd, late receiver of public moneys at Colambus, 
Mississippi; which was twice read, and referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Bar- 
Row on yesterday, was taken up and agreed to, 
Viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the State 
of Louisiana every alternate section of the public lands inthe 
limits of that State, which have been returned as not worth the 
cost of survey; and each alternate section of such lands as are 
subject to inundation by the overflowing of the Mississippi 
river, on the condition that the said Slate construct levees, by 
means of which said lands shal) be effectually protected, there- 
after, from imundation: And provided, That the proceeds of 
the sales of lands reclaimed by means of such levees, shall be 
exclusively appropriated by the State of Louisianato the ma- 
king of roads and the improving of rivers and bayous within ite 
limits. 

AFRICAN SQUADRON AND QUINTUPLE 
TREATY. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Benton, was taken up as one of the special 
orders of the day: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the Sen- 
ate, (if compatible with the public interest,) whether the quin- 
tuple treaty, for the suppression of the slave-trade, has 
been communicated to the Government of the United States 
in any form whatever; and, if so, by whom; for what pur- 
pose; and what answer may have been returned to euch 
communication. Also, to communicate to the Senate all the 
information which may have been received by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, going to show that the “course which 
this Government might take in relation to said treaty has 
excited no small degree of attention and discussion in Eu- 
rope.’ Also, to inform the Senate how far the “warm animad- 
versions,” and “the great political excitement” which this trea- 
ty has caused in Europe, have any application or reference to 
the United States. Also, to inform the Senate what danger 
there was that “the laws and the obligations” of the United 
States in relation to the suppression of the slave-trade weuld 
be “executed by others’ if we did not “remove the pretext 
and motive for violating our flag and executing our laws,” 
by estering into the stipulations for the African squadron, and 
the remonstrating embasies which are contained in the 8th and 
9th articles of the late British weaty. Also, that the President 
be requested to communicate to the Senate al! the correspond- 


* ence with our ministers abroad, relating to the foregoing 


points of inquiry. Aleo, that thap President be requested to 
communicate to the Senate all such information upon the 
negotiation of the African squadron articles as willshow the 
origin of eaid articlgs, and the history and progress of their 
formation. 

Mr. B. said the resolution presented two distinct 
points of inquiry : one in relation to the quintuple 
treaty for the suppression of the slave-trade; the 
other in relation to the danger of seeing our laws 
in relation to the suppression of the slave-trade exe- 
cuted by others, if we did not execute these laws our- 
selves. Both inquiries arise out of the President’s 
message of August Jast, in which the quintuple trea- 
ly is mentioned in a way to authorise the belief that 
the conduct of the allied powers has had relation to 
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the United States ; and the danger that others would 
execute our laws for us, if we did not enter into 
the African alliance: and both points were co pre- 
sented, as to operale as inducements to the Senate 
to agree to the treaty. At the same time, the evi- 
dences of this were not given; the correspondence 
shed no light upon it; and there were no proto- 
cols, or minutes of conference, to show what pass- 
ed between the British and American negotiatiors. 
Now, these teliefy, thns created, were either found- 
ed or not. If founded, and the great powers of 
Europe have actually taken cegnizance of our 
conduct in relation to the slave trade, we, 
the people of the United States, ought to know 
it; it is due to them to know it. If not found. 
ed, then it is due to Great Britain, Austria, and 
Prassia, that they should be absolved from a sus- 
picion which the message creates against them. 
No one can read the passages in the message with- 
out feeling thata belief of interference in our af- 
fairs is created against these sovereigns. It is no 
asserted, but they and their conduct are referred to 
in a way to excite the belief. If Mr. B. ven- 
tured any opinion, it would be, that the imputa- 
tion was unfounded; and thatall this parade of the 
quintuple allies, and the attention—discussion— 
animadversion—excitement—which is presented to 
us, Was merely a scenic representation, to help on 
with the ratification of the treaty. With respect 
to the other branch of the inquiry—that in relation 
to exccuting our laws for us, if we did not execute 
them ourselves—he believed that there was such a 
threat; that it came from Great Britain; and that 
the people bad aright to know whether it is true. 
As it stands, the message as good as affirms it. 
These were Mr. B.’s. reasons for making the 
call, and he was taken by surprise to see any ob- 
jection to it. But objection was made; and now he 
must vindicate his call; and he would do it on 
both points of inquiry, and each in their order. 

First, as to the quintuple treaty: The Senator 
from Virginia supposes there is nothing to be com- 
municated, and therefore resists the call. Even if 
it is so, let the Government say so; let the Govern- 
ment say there is nothing to communicate. They 
will not say so. They have already said the con- 
trary; and that in a cal! from the House of Repre- 
sentatives. They admit they have a correspond- 
ence in relation to this quintuple treaty, and prom- 
ise fo communicate it at the propertime. Here is 
the President’s answer, in which the cai! upon him 
is set out—the correspondence admitted—and_ its 
communication postponed to a more suitable time. 

Mr. B. then read the answer of the President to 
Mr. J. Q@ Apams’s call, in the following words: 

To the House of Representatives: 

A resolution of the House of Representatives of the 13th in- 
stant has been communicated to me, requesting, “so far as 
may be compatible with the public interest, a Copy of the quin- 
tupie treaty betwee the five principal powers of Europe, for 
the suppression of the African elave-trade; and, also, copies of 
any remonsirance or protest addressed by Lewis Cass, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States 
at the court of France, to that Government, against the ratifica- 
tion by France of the eaid treaty; and of all correspondence be- 
tween the Governments of the United States and of France; 
and of all communications from the said Lewis Cass to his own 
Goveram nt, and from this Government to him, relating there- 
ys answer to this request, | have to say that the treaty men- 
tioned therein has not been efficially communicated to the Gov- 
erumentof the United States; and no authentic copy of tt, there- 
fore, cao be furnished, In regard to the other papers requested, 
although it is my hope and expectation that it will be proper 
and convenieut, at an early day, to lay them before Congress, to- 
gether with others connected with the same subjects; yet, in 


my apinion, a communication of them to the House of Repre 
sentatives, at this time, would not be compatible with the public 


interes, 
JOHN TYLER. 

WasHinoton, June 20, 1542. 

This shows that there is something to be con- 
summated; and certaibly this is the proper time for 
it, The negotiation is over; and there can be no 
reason for delaying the communication of the cor- 
respondence. Mr. B. hoped there would be no 
further objection to that branch of the inquiry 
which his resolution presented. 

On the second branch of it—that of an execution 
of eur laws and obligations by others, if we did not 
remove the pretext for this assumption, by entering 
into the African alliance. On this branch of the 
inquiry, he believed the reasons for having the in- 
formation which was called for, were strong and 
irresistible. The message clearly presents the case 
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of a threat against us on the part of Great Britain; 

and the question is, Is this true? If true, the coun- 

try is insulted—the nation dishonored—-by cowering 

under it. If untrue, Great Britain is wronged, by 

being presented as hectoring over us, when, in 

fact, she was not. Taken either way—and we 

want the facts—we want to see on what foundation 

ihis part of the message rests. This is the more 

necessary, because the correspondence is dead si- 

lent—silent as the grave—on all that relatcs to this 

African squadron. Nota word upon it in the one 

hundred and twenty pages of correspondence 

which was communicated to the Senate, to en- 

lighten it upon the formation of the treaty! 

There is a head for it, but nothing under the 

head! not one word between the two negotia- 

tors! See the document, page 84, and the section 

headed “Suppression OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE- 

TRADE—EXTRaDITION;” and all in glaring eapitals, 

as if we were going to see all that passed between 

the two negotiators on the point of this suppres- 

sion; when not a word is to be found. The ex- 

tradition—this is to say, the surrender of fugitive 

criminals—has one note, of half a page, to say that 
this article for the delivery of fugitives would not 

be binding upon Great Britain until ratified by 

Parliament; and after that, his Lordship vanishes 
from the chapter. He is seen or heard of no more 
in the eight peges which follow on the suppression 
of the slave-trade: the whole is confined to our 
Secretary and a couple of naval efficers—the Brit- 
ish minister not even appearing to be cognizant of 
what they were about! Lock at it, and follow the 
papers as they rise, and see what a figure they 
present. The first is from Captain Paine, of the 
United States navy, to Mr. Webster, dated May 2, 
1842, and is in answer to inquiries which are not 
given! Mr. Webster’s letter to Captain Paine is 
not given; and how the Captain came to make this 
cémmunication is only to be guessed at; for there 
is no clew to its production. It is, however, a letier 
of much interest, and gives the history of the little 
Sierra Leone anti-s!ave-trade treaty between a Brit- 
ish and an American officer, which was so prompt- 
ly, so patriotically, so nobly rejected by Mr. Van 
Buren in 1840. A part of the object of the letter 
seems to have been to complain to the new admin- 
istration of the manner in which the past adminis- 
tration had rejected and rebuked that little treaty— 
the seminal principle of the present African alli- 
ance. Mr. Paulding, as Secretary of the Navy, 
and speaking in the name of President Van Buren, 
says, ia relation to the arrangement made at Sierra 
Leone, to Captain Paine: 

‘Such a delegation of power is not only unauthorized by 
your instructions, but contrary to the established and well. 
known principles and policy of your Government; andis, thegp 
fore, not sanctioned by the department.” 

Tris was a pretty pointed rebuke to Capt. Paine, 
who had made the arrangement with Capt. Tucker, 
of her Britannic Majesty’s sloop-of-war the Wol- 
verine. As such, Capt. Paine seems to have felt 
it; and thus signified his feelings in the concluding 
sentence of his letter: 

“Any expression of my opinion of Mr. Paulding’s letter to 
me would have been improper, and would still be indecorous- 
I shall be grateful to be informed if you think any explanation 
or defence necessary. I have never believed se.” 

The correspondence does not show whether the 
Secretary thought any defence or explanation on 
the part o/ Capt. Paine necessary; but he procecd- 
ed immedia’ely to console his feelings by making 
an arrangement of a still stronger character with 
Great Britain, and availing himself of all Capt. 
Paine’s information to facilitate its conclusion. On 
the 30ih day of April, 1842, the Secretary ad- 
dresses eight queries to Captains Bell and Paine on 
the subject of the African slave-trade, of which the 
6th, 7\b, and 8th are in these words: 


“6. The utility of employing vessels of different nations to 
cruise together, so that one or the other might have a right to 
visit and search every vessel which might be met with under 
suspicious Circumstances, either as belonging to the country 
of the vessel visiting and searching, or to some other country 
which has, hy treaty, conceded such right of visitation and 
search.” 


“7. To what places slaves from slave-ships could be most 


conveniently taken.” 

“8. Finally, what number of vessels, and of what size, it 
would be necessary to employ on the western coast of Africa, 
in order to put an entire end to the traffic in slaves; and for what 
number of years it would probably be necessary to maintain 
such force to accomplish that purpose,” 





s esa. 
The answers to these queries are: 


“6, Weare of opinion that a squadron should be kept op 
coast of Africa, to co-operate with the British, or other the 
interested in stopping the slave-trade; and that the most eft, 
cient mode would be for vessels to Cruise in couples—ope 
each nation.” of 

“7, If captured under the American flag, send them to 
Mesurado, Liberia; or, if convenient, to such otherof the Ammer 
ican settlements as the agent of the United States there p.. 
wish.” = 

“8, As our personal knowledge of the slave-trade e 
only that part of it comprised between Cape Verd ang . 
Palmas, itis difficult to state the exact force required for 4 
service; not less, however, than the following, we think neces 


sary: 
“One first class sloop of-war. « 
“One steamer, from two hundred to three hundred tong bur. 


Seer wo (eight erten gun) brigs or schooners. 
“Ten schooners of about one hundred tons, each with joy 
“One store-ship, two hundred and fifty to three hundred tons, 

“All the vessels to have one-tenth less than their comple. 
spettnat men, to be filled up with kroomen, on their arrival oy, 
“A steamer (to be fitted up, if possible, to burn with eithe 
coal or wood, as circumstances may require) Will be essen. 
ally necessary.” 

These were the answers to the three questions. 
and in conformity with these answers, the African 
articles were drawn up. And these answers frog 
Captains Bell and Paine close the whole head of 
the correspondence under the title of “Suppression 
of the African slave-trade!” Not a word appear 
in it, toor from Lord Ashburton; and from all tha 
we can see, it would seem that he had never 
heard of these African articles until he signed 
them in the treaty! 

The articles, then, for this squadron, and thes 
remonstrating ambassadors, stand before us g 
American conceptions ! as stipulations originating 
with the United States, and carried forward by 
them as their separate work, until the articles 
leaped full grown into the body of tue treaty, 
This is the way they appear to us: they appear gs 
articles of American growth and origin, when, | 
undertake to affirm, that they are wholly British! 
that they came from the British negotiator! and 
that the American Secretary has done his work ip 
seeking testimony to justify them, and to ripen 
them into formal stipulations! 

To sustain this belief, I do not refer to the fact 
(pregnant as it is) that the British bave been push 
ing and pressing this alliance upon us for thirty-six 
years—-from the time Mr. Monroe was in London 

. in 1806. I leave out ali that, and come to direct 

proof. Here it is, (holding up a pamphlet,) in the 
noble pamphlet of General Cass against the British 
pretension of search. I laid that pamphlet by for 
use, when I got a copy of it. I use part of it now, 
and more hereafter. For the present, I quote from 
page 24, (Baltimore edition, by J. Young,) avd 
only take what is there quoted from the London 
Times newspaper—a paper which (no Senator need 
be reminded) is the organ of the ministry whic 
sent out Lord Ashburton. The article is of ie 
date of January last, when the minister was on the 
point ef setting out to the United States, and tl 
what he came for. This is the article: 

“This dispute (of impressment) now sleeps; though it wil 
have to be revived, at latest, on the next occasion when we find 
ourselves invested, by a war, with the right, of which itis 
consequence; and, indeed, it might be raised upon the conien- 
ptated treaty, giving a mutual right of search for the preret 
tion of the slave-trade, unless provided for, as it might, 
probably would be, by special articles.” 

Here the official paper of the present Britis 
ministry shows us, at the moment the special mil- 
ister is setting out, that the question of impres 
ment isto be revived, and may be done on 
contemplated treaty, and in that part of the treaty 
which relates to the suppression of the slave-trad 
and that “special articles” would probably be agree 
upon in relation to the suppression of this 
This is the import of the article in the Times; @ 
it is under a nisi—under an “‘unless”—and wnt 
the contingency for providing for this suppress 

by special articles, that the right of impressmed 
might not be raised upon the treaty! All this 
too plain for comment, and too grave for pegie 
Itcomes from the authentic organ of the Bri 
ministry; and time and events have verified 
word of it, The pretension to impress has | 
revived—revived in Lord Ashburton’s letter of 
9th of August, in answer to Mr. Webster's of 
8th, in which our Secretary gave the minister 


opportunity to revive the pretension, by openilé 
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